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Your car is your dream. 
We supply the largest 
selection of in-stock 
GM restoration parts 
and accessories to 
make that dream 
a reality. 


ORDER YQUR FREE 
2018 GATALOQG TODAY! 
CHEVELLE - EL CAMINO 
MONTE CARLO - CORVAIR 
GTO - TEMPEST - LEMANS 
GRAND PRIX - BONNEVILLE 
CATALINA - CUTLASS - 4-4-2 
F-85 - SKYLARK -GSX -GS 
SPECIAL - RIVIERA - REGAL 


CHASSIS, ENGINE & TRANSMISSION GRAND NATIONAL - T-TYPE 
PARTS CADILLAC 
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THE WAY WE WERE 


Reliving the journey from day one to day two 


THE LEFTOVER 


Original-owner 1967 Yenko Camaro uncovered 


SOMEONE LEFT ASHOW OUT 

IN THE RAIN 

But top-shelf muscle cars were cozy and dry in the 
Solid Lifter Showroom 


PASSWORD FOR QUARTER-MILE 
ACTION 


Original-owner Cyclone is an acceleration storm 


THEP.R. CAR 
This W-30 is a former Popular Hot Rodding 
project vehicle 


NEVER MESSED WITH 
A Hemi Coronet 500 noteworthy for its lack 
of a colorful past 
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PROJECT W-31 DONE 
Part 1: The Olds that started it all finally 
gets its restoration 


EDITOR’S NOTE 
LETTERS 
UP FRONT 


RARE FINDS 
Dick Harrell COPO Camaro 


MUSCLE CAR REWIND 


Hairy to the very end 
NEW PRODUCTS 
THE BOTTOM END 


Reliving your youth is a big part of owning a classic muscle car. Larry Weiner took that idea and went all day-two 
on a 1967 Camaro SS, making many of the same mods he did to another Camaro in the 1960s. Steve Temple photographed the car and 
describes the transformation starting on page 18. 
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The Pinnacle of Performance! 
PONTIAC 421 SUPER DUTY GRAND PRIX 


if — 


Expertly engineered 
. ————S——— : . _ ja : 


Shown smaller than 
actual size of 10" long 


The doors open to reveala 
dashboard so detailed, 
even the gauges are readable! 
You'll also find a center 
console-mounted shifter, 
tachometer and deluxe steering 
wheel, just for starters! 


—— ‘®) 421 SUPER 
we DUTY ENGINE! 


So incredibly RARE, only 16 were ever built! eee, 


In 1962, the Pontiac Grand Prix was one of the hottest high-performance cars on ’ ' 
the open road! And when paired with the ultra-powerful 421 Super Duty engine, General Motors, Presented by The Hemiton Collection. Raene sean ah 
pe cima) oem mhe e iaaahhiathract . 


Presented by 
e Hood opens to reveal e “421SDGP” Vanity plate ai The HamiltonCollection 
exceptional engine detail e Genuine Belmar Red paint 9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300 


LIYES! Please reserve the “1:18-Scale 1962 Pontiac 


s BUUEMatod Interior site detailed» Steerable front wheels Grand Prix” die-cast replica for me as described in this 


dashboard and bucket seats 


; e Fine-mesh grille design announcement. 
¢ Opening doors and trunk with checkered flag emblem Name 
(Please print clearly.) 
Revel in this car’s fine engineering with the “1:18-Scale 1962 Pontiac Grand + 
Prix,’ a superior die cast that precisely mirrors this car’s iconic style! Open the 
hood to find a detailed V8 engine. Open the doors and youre treated to City Sore. Yi 


exceptional interior detail, like bucket seats, gear shifter and realistic dashboard. 
On the outside, admire the straight lines, sleek paint finish and more — all yours 
in a 1:18-scale die cast produced by Round 2 and presented by Hamilton! 

This heavyweight 421 Super Duty Grand Prix die cast can be yours for the low ¢ Signature 
issue price of $149.95, payable in five payments of $29.99*. Send no money now; ' Send No Money Now! 61 
we'll bill only the first payment prior to shipment. Our 365-Day Guarantee assures add a total of $21.00 for shipping and service; see HamiltonCollection.com. Deliveries 
your satisfaction or your money back. Mail your coupon today! , (0 FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. For information on sales tax you may 


Email (Optional) 


sowe to your state, go to HamiltonCollection.com/use-tax. All orders are subject to product 4 
4 vailability and credit approval. Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. ' 


ee 


EDITOR'S MOTE 


sound is?” 

“It’s a camera,” she answered. 

“Well, it’s a camera with a motor drive.” 

“What’s that?” she asked, more out of 
politeness than actual interest, her attention 
on the phone. 

So | tried to explain, as briefly as pos- 
sible. She’s interested in photography, which 
helped, but | don’t think she’s ever exposed 
a frame of actual film except for when we 
handed disposable cameras to her and her 
friends to shoot souvenirs of a trip to a local 
theme park years ago. 


For a few minutes | went back in time to when | had first attached a motorized drive to 
one of my 35mm cameras. My college roommate and | were both budding photographers 
and were building our own kits, his Nikon, mine Canon. He got a drive first, and we were 
fascinated by the click-buzz, click-buzz that the motor drive made. Now he could capture 
dramatic action photos, freed from having to advance the film a frame at a time in the heat 


of whatever moment he was trying to commit to film. 


My first single-lens reflex camera was such a basic model it wouldn’t accept a motor drive. 
So | built my gear in other ways, adding a wide-angle and a telephoto lens to the “normal” 
lens that came with my camera for the venerable three-lens system. (In those days zoom 
lenses were considered inferior in their image quality.) When | started working in magazines 


he other day my daughter took a picture of my wife and me with her phone. As 
many phones do, it made a noise that I’ve been hearing most of my adult life 
but didn’t think about until that moment. | asked her, “Do you know what that 


| saved my money so | could upgrade my camera body and finally get a motor. But the body 


took such a bite out of my budget that all | could afford was a power winder—basically a 


semiautomatic version of a motor drive. It would take a while before | could finally fulfill my 


motor-drive dreams. 


When | started at Petersen Publishing in 1986 and for years after, | carried two cameras to 
every event and photo shoot, one loaded with color film, the other black-and-white. In those 


days only a few of the magazine’s pages were printed in color, so it didn’t make economic 


SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM? 


AL PALOCZY, PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. ARCHIVE 


Eric Rickman, one of Petersen Publishing’s 
most prolific photographers, demonstrates 
what legacy glass looked like in a 1958 photo 
taken for a Hot Rod magazine subscription ad. 


sense to shoot everything on color transpar- 
ency film, which was more expensive to buy 
and process. With a camera loaded with 
each, you could make photo editing deci- 
sions in the moment, saving the Fuji color 
film for beauty shots while the b/w Kodak 
Tri-X did the heavy lifting. 

Digital photography—and printing— 
changed all that. 

| was slow to switch to a digital camera, 
just like it took me a while to own a cellular 
phone. (I just didn’t get why anyone would 
want a camera in their phone, for Pete’s 
sake.) My first digital camera was an awk- 
ward thing, a Nikon that swiveled in the mid- 
dle. Soon after, | bought a digital SLR, which 
was much more like my film SLR except for, 
well, the film. And even though a motor drive 
was totally unnecessary, | bought a battery 
holder shaped like a motor drive, because | 
was used to the way it filled my hand. 

Over time even that went away. My digital 
SLRs got smaller and lighter, as did their 
lenses. | learned there was a name for my 
old lenses: legacy glass, a nod to both their 
age and construction. 

These days a lot of the photos we take 
could be done with cellphone cameras. Lens 
quality and image file sizes in those pocket- 
size computers are light years ahead of the 
digital cameras of even a few years ago. | 
have occasionally submitted a cellphone 
photo for this magazine, but it’s rare. I’m far 
more comfortable producing my mediocre 
photography with an actual camera in my 
hand. 

You may wonder what the point of all this 
camera talk is ina muscle car magazine. Just 
this: When | heard the term /egacy glass, it 
sounded to me like the nostalgic window 
through which we view our hobby cars. To- 
day’s cars, just like today’s cameras, do just 
about everything better and more efficient- 
ly, if what you're looking for is transportation 
or a means to record events. But the primal 
nature of yesterday’s cars, like yesterday’s 
cameras, offers a more engaging and there- 
fore satisfying experience. The journey is as 
important as the destination, if not more so. 
| love rowing gears, like | loved hearing the 
motor drive's click-buzz as a race car thun- 
dered into frame, swept past, and was gone. 

Drew Hardin 
mcreview@sbcglobal.net 


Email musclecarreview@emailcustomerservice.com, or call 800/276-2438 (U.S.) or 386/447-6385 (intl.) 
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS 


ME cull 
DALLAS AUCTIONS 


DALLAS, TX + 1,000 VEHICLES 
OCTOBER 3-6 CONSIGN OR 
REGISTER TO BID TODAY 


CHICAGO 


SCHAUMBURG, IL - 1,000 VEHICLES 
OCTOBER 25-27 


LAS VEGAS 


LAS VEGAS, NV « 1,000 VEHICLES 
NOVEMBER 15-17 


ppg THE EXPERIENCE BEGINS AT MECUM.COM 


NV License DLROOO045204 For Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information go to Mecum.com of call 262-275-5050 &>NBC N 
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TIRES AND WHEELS 
that are engineered from 
day one to be a perfect look 
and fit for your muscle car. 


SPEAK TO AN EXPERT 


666-513-5349 
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THOSE’70S CARS 

The July 2018 issue of MCR was great! 
Seeing the 1974 Z28 (“Best Graphics Ever”) 
really brought back memories of a high 
school friend’s 1974 Z28. His was a lot like the 
one in the article. It was gold with the D88 
stripes, and it had a four-speed as well. My 
1975 Olds Cutlass Salon with the 455/four- 
barrel smoked it, but he had me off the line. 

Keep publishing the ’7Os cars. Perfor- 
mance didn't die in 1972. Pretty quick cars 
could still be had. Hopefully we’ll see the 
likes of the 1973-1975 Hurst/Olds Cutlasses, 
maybe a 1973 GTO, Can Am, Heavy Chevy 
Chevelle, Li'l Red Express truck, Road Run- 
ner (Volare), Trans Am, and so on. 
Jeff Burns 


Thanks for putting a 1974 Charger Rallye 
on the July cover. As a previous owner of a 
1974 SE and currently working on a 1972 SE, 
these third-generation Chargers are getting 
their due on the auction block and among 
Mopar fans. But | already knew that! 

Randy Hammett 


Back in 1977 | traded in my 1970 GTO for 
a 1977 Trans Am W72 four-speed. Initially it 
didn’t have the punch that the GTO did, but 
with the addition of a true dual exhaust with 
headers, changing the restrictive factory 
intake for a 1970 Pontiac intake, adding RA 
IV rockers, and having a now-long-defunct 
shop called Speedwin Automotive dyno 
tune the car, it ran 14.40 at 96 mph. Granted, 
it was not a rocket ship, but it was as fast 
if not faster than my GTO and on par with 
most any muscle car from the 1960s. Very 
few parts made a world of difference. Those 
70s cars have gotten a bad rap for many 
years, but with some minor modifications, 
you can put the P back in performance with- 
out any issue. 
Gary Cella 


BUICK BADNESS 
CORRECTED 


Our inexperience with Buick muscle shone 
through in our July issue, as errors were 
made in both the Readers Rides’ depart- 
ment and our GNX feature. Of the many 


SISTER CAR 


My friend, and the previous owner of my 1974 
Charger, called to say the Beast was on the cover of 


RARE ARCHIVAL PHOTOS. 21967 COUGAR PROTOTYPES 


>CHARGER RALLYE > z2za > SUPER DUTY FIREBIRD 


C 37M imi! 


the July issue of MCR. Another manual sunroof survivor car from the St. Louis plant, 

she didn’t roll off the factory floor with power windows, A/C, or rear window defrost, but 
she was born with the 440 four-barrel and the extras that were included with the Rallye 
package of that production year. So Andrew Gurka’s Charger can now rest easy knowing 
that she has a sister alive and well in Nova Scotia, Canada. 


Jacqueline Parker-Macinnis 


readers who wrote to correct us, Steven 
Covington, who used to be a technical 
inspector for the Turbo Regal classes at 
the Buick GS Nationals, put it best. His 
clarifications are below. 


Paul Vilser is a little off in his Readers’ 
Ride story. Both the 1987 GN and WE4 used 
the same colors and plastic materials on the 
interior. The seat fabric is different (black 
and gray Pallex material, trim code 893, for 
the 1985-1987 GN; the 1987 WE4 Turbo T 
uses a different material, entirely gray, trim 
code 393). Other minor items are different, 
like the lower half of the console is black 
on the GN. As to the aluminum bumper 
braces RPO VD6 front and VD7 rear, those 
are determined by the overall weight of the 
vehicle. Most (but not all) Grand Nationals 
have the steel bumper backs, but I’ve seen 


a few aluminum ones. As for the aluminum 
rear brake drums, that was determined by 
whether or not the car was ordered with 
limited slip (RPO G80). If the car has G8O, it 
got the cast-iron brake drums (RPO J41). If 
it does not have G8O, it got the aluminum 
rear brake drums. The order form for both 
the WE4 and the standard 1987 model year 
GN had the option for the G8O; only the late 
production (after August 3, 1987) GN had it 
as a requirement. 

The late production cars had just four 
option packages, no add or delete options 
as earlier. You couldn't even get the WE4 
or any other kind of rear-wheel-drive Regal 
for that matter. These cars were simply 
called Buick Grand National. For earlier cars, 
the Grand National was an option pack- 
age (WE2) on the Regal. 

Now on to the errors in the story on GNX 
003 (“Impressive GNX”). The company 
that produced the GNX was Automotive 
Specialty Company, a division of ASC Inc. 
The standard output for the turbo motor for 
1987 was 245 hp and 355 lb-ft; the GNX got 
a ceramic turbo with contamination trap 
and was rated at 276 hp and 400 Ib-ft. The 
rearend ratio is 3.42 (RPO GU6), not 3.73. The 
RPO code T2L had nothing to do with the 
handling package, it was internal coding for 
the GM assembly line at Pontiac, Michigan, 
for the special build for the GNX. 

The GNX suspension and exhaust modi- 
fications were actually done at ASC, not the 
GM assembly line. And George Lyons has 
the incorrect oil filter on his car. It appears 
to be a PF52; the correct filter should be a 
PF47. Most people do use the PF52 for in- 
creased filter capacity. 

Steven Covington 


WRITE US! Email the editor at mcreview@sbcglobal.net, or send a letter to Letters, Muscle Car Review, 831 S. Douglas St., 
El Segundo, CA 90245. Letters may be edited for content and space, and we cannot return any photos sent with your letters. 
Please include your name, address, and phone number in case we need to reach you. 
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HELLCAT REDEYE 


“Dodge launches the most power- 
ful SRT Hellcat lineup ever,” was the 
press release’s first sentence. That 
there’s even one Hellcat in this era 
of electric/hybrid/self-driving trans- 
portation capsules is remarkable. 
Isn't it wonderful that Dodge now 
has a lineup of them? 

The latest addition is the 2019 
Challenger Hellcat Redeye. Its 
new dual-snorkel hood—now 
common to all Hellcat models— 
feeds air to a 6.2L supercharged _=\ 
Hemi (similar to the engine in 
the limited-edition Demon) that 
makes 797 hp and 707 Ib-ft of 
torque. The Hemi is joined to an 
eight-speed TorqueFlite auto- 
matic transmission and a rearend 
with a standard 2.62 or optional 


3.09 ring-and-pinion ratio. 


body version of the Redeye 


Need Mopar muscle with more 
doors? The Charger 

lineup also in- 

cludes an SRT 

Hellcat model 

with a 7O7hp su- 

percharged Hemi. 

New for 2019 is a 

redesigned grille 

with dual 

inlets 

to feed 

more air to 

the engine. The Char- 

ger Hellcat is now fitted with 
many of the same dragstrip- 
oriented features found on the 
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Dodge has clocked the wide- 


seconds at 131 mph through the 
quarter and at a top speed of 203 
mph. Without the widebody pack- 
age the et. drops to 11.1 seconds. 
Trap and top speeds remain 131 and 
203, respectively. 

Joining the Redeye is the stan- 
dard Hellcat, which sees its Hemi’s 
power rating go to 717 hp and 656 

ss. lb-ft of torque. Hellcat e.t.’s area 
 Y¥ ») tenth behind the Redeye’s in both 
widebody and standard versions, 
with top speeds just below 200 
~ mph. 

Production on all 2019 Chal- 
lengers begins this fall, with cars 
arriving at dealerships in the fourth 
quarter, says Dodge. Pricing on the 
Hellcat Redeye starts at $69,650; 
$58,650 for the Hellcat. 


(which rolls on 305/35ZR20 
Pirelli tires mounted to 20x11 
forged aluminum wheels) at 10.8 


ieee ee he 
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Challenger Hellcat, including: 
Launch Assist; Line Lock; Torque 
Reserve, which helps prefill the 
supercharger prior to launch; and 
After-Run Chiller, which 
cools the supercharger 
after the engine is 
shut off. The Charger 
Hellcat in the pho- 
to also shows off 
its new Satin Black 
painted hood 
option. Chargers 
should start arriv- 
ing at dealerships 
right about the time 
you read this. 


ee 
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Sergio 
Marchionne 
(1952-2018) 


We learned as we were going to press that 
Sergio Marchionne, FCA’s former chairman 
and CEO, passed away due to complications 
from cancer surgery. Ten years ago, when, 
as head of Fiat, he announced his intent to 
take over Chrysler, the news was received 
with a fair amount of skepticism, especially 
among the Mopar faithful in the hobby. Yet 
it was under his watch that both Fiat and 


The Performance Racing Industry (PRI) 
Trade Show is like a highly concen- 
trated SEMA Show, focused purely on 
hardcore motorsports parts. It takes 
place December 6-8 in Indianapolis. 
Like the SEMA Show, it is open only to 
members of the industry. If you’re one 
of the lucky ones who can go, you can 


by Donald Farr, 176 pages, hardbound; 
Motorbooks, 
quartoknows.com/Motorbooks 


That’s a lot of ground to cover in fewer 


| m= 


™ Sergio Marchionne, in his trademark 
black sweater, visits Chrysler’s Toledo 
assembly line in 2013. 


Chrysler turned around their stumbling 
fortunes. There wouldn't be the remarkable 
selection of Dodge muscle cars we have 
today without his oversight, and his faith 

in his product planners to design and build 
vehicles for the enthusiast market. “He had 
the courage to make very aggressive deci- 
sions,” said one of his colleagues, quoted in 
the New York Times. 


now download an interactive floorplan 
at pri2018.com to help you strategize 
your trip to Indy. With more than 3,300 
booths in the Indiana Convention Cen- 
ter, and a new area of trailer exhibits at 
nearby Lucas Oil Stadium, planning is a 
must to get the most out of those three 
short days. 


than 200 pages, but longtime journalist and 
Mustang expert Farr handles it admirably, 
mixing informative text, sidebars, and charts 
with contemporary and vintage photography 
of the cars, and period advertising to show 
how Ford marketed its muscle. Chapters are 
organized by body type (“big bodies,” inter- 
mediates, ponycars), and Shelby gets his own 
chapter. Regular WCR readers will see famil- 
iar images here, as Farr tapped for photo- 


graphic assistance the Petersen Publishing Archive as well as our regular contributors, 
like Jerry Heasley, David Newhardct, Eric English, and the family of the late Tom Shaw. 


TREND 


On Demand 
This Month 


Motor Trend is your ticket to premier 
automotive video content from around 
the world. 


motortrend.com 


Sept8 LIVE!24HGT Series/24H Touring Car 
Endurance Series, 24H Barcelona 


LIVE! FIA Formula 3 Champ., 
Niu é 

Sept9 LIVE! FIA Formula3 Champ. 
Nia : 

Sept10 

Sept 12 

Sept.13 British Touring Car Championship, 
Knockhill 

Sept.14 DTM Championship, Misano 
Auto Mundial 
Motorsport Mundial 


Septi5 LIVE! Formula Drift, Texas Motor 
Speedway 
LIVE Virgin Australia Supercars, 
Sandown 


Sept16 LIVE! Virgin Australia Supercars, 
Sandown 


Sept17 


Sept18 Ferrari Challenge Europe, Barcelona, 
Spain 


Sept 19 
Mobile 1 The Grid, program 16 
Sept20 FIA World Rallycross, Latvia 
Sept21 Auto Mundial 
Motorsport Mundial 
Sept 22 LIVE!DTM Championship, Spielberg 
LIVE! FIA Formula 3 Champ,, Spielberg 
LIVE Michelin Le Mans Cup, Race 1, 
Belgium 
LIVE! TCR Europe Series, Monza, Italy 
Sept23 LIVE! European Le Mans Series, 
Belgium 
LIVE Michelin Le Mans Cup, Race 2, 
Belgium 
LIVE! TCR Europe Series, Monza, Italy 
Sept 24 
Sept. 26 
China GT Championship, Zhejiang 
DTM Championship, Niirburgring 


e Racing black « Others blue 
Programming subject to change. 
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By Jerry Heasle 


ave Beem was as 
shocked as the rest 
of us reading about 
a 1969 Dick Harrell 
COPO 427 Camaro in Muscle Car 
Review’s May 2015 issue that 
had just come out of decades 

of storage into the light of day 
(“Show Me State Supercar,” bit. 
ly/2LgZT2F). Beem is no stranger 
to these pages, either. He regu- 
larly brings cars to the Muscle 
Car and Corvette Nationals, and 
his own collection of muscle 
Camaros includes one of the 
most original 1969 Yenko 427 
Camaros of the 201 built. After 
reading Geoff Stunkard’s story 
about the Harrell car, he set 
about tracking down the owner, 
Gerry Stidham, to see if he might 
sell his rare Chevy. 

In the old days we would call 
Information and hunt a phone 
number. Everybody has a cell- 
phone these days, and that old 
technique did not work. Beem 
friended Stidham’s son, Russell, 
on Facebook. 

“His kid said his dad was an 
‘ornery old guy that would never 
sell and would die with the car.” 

Unfazed, Beem “kept in 
contact” and later found Gerry 
Stidham had a Facebook page of 
his own. He proceeded to send 
Stidham a friend request, and 
waited a full year for a response. 

“He finally became a friend, 
and he started looking at my 
cars [on Facebook],” Beem says. 

The two swapped hot rod sto- 


is 


om ane, ’ a 


part of my family. 


That’s why I held onto it” 


ries back and forth for a couple 
more years. Then, on May 3, 
2018, “He sent me a message,” 
Beem says. The message was: 
“Would you be interested in my 
DH Camaro?” 

Beem answered, “I'd die to 
have that car.” 

Stidham said, “A guy’s got to 
do what a guy’s got to do.” 

Beem told his friend to “take 
his time” and “let me know.” 
Over the next two weeks they 
exchanged jokes, and Beem 
finally asked, “Hey, what did you 


®™ Dave Beem (left) bought the 1969 Dick Harrell COPO 427 
Camaro from Gerry Stidham (right). 
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decide on the car?” 

When he got no answer, he 
figured Stidham was not selling 
the 427 Camaro after all. 

Coincidentally, Beem is a 
friend of Doug Perry, who 
bought the 1967 Yenko Camaro 


at the same time (“The Leftover,” 


page 28). Beem was talking to 
Perry on the phone in May and 
said, “You know, Doug, | just 
need to get ona plane and fly 
out there. What’s a couple hun- 
dred bucks to meet this guy and 
talk to him in person?” 


Stidham was happy to “meet 
a hot rod buddy,” so Beem flew 
to Kansas City and drove to the 
small town of Odessa, Missouri. 

The car was in a storage unit, 
“with engine hoists, band saws, 
and fishing poles.” Beem could 
hardly believe his eyes. The car 
was So original, right down to 
the factory paint and a chain in 
the engine compartment that 
was part of Dick Harrell’s build at 
his Performance Center, which 
was located at 11114 Hickman 
Drive in Kansas City, Missouri, 12 


™ The factory-installed 427, an L72, is the original with matching 
numbers. The canister (for ice to cool the enclosed, coiled fuel 
lines) on the left is a Dick Harrell installation and thus stock with 


this car. 


Building Great Times Together 


For 50 years, Summit Racing Equipment has been by your side, 
helping you feel the thrill of an engine roaring to life and the 
rush of cruising Main Street in your customized classic. 

Buckle up. Let’s go! 


Everything you need for anything you drive. 
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Keyword: TFS DHC 175 Keyword: SDK Outside Mirrors Keyword: KNX Circlip Set Keyword: OAM Sill NY 
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lac Classic Nostalgia Transmission Mount Kit 
Front Cowl Side Panels Steering Wheels for 1955-57 Chevy Lock Assemblies for 1963-87 GM 
Keyword: AMD Front Cowl Keyword: GRT Nostalgia Wheels Keyword: SSH Mount Black Keyword: OPG Door Trunk Buick 


eeORRIS 
3-Point Retractable 
Battery Tender Plus Wheelhouses Seat Belts BFGoodrich Radial T/A Tires 
Keyword: DTN 021 Plus Keyword: GMK Wheelhouses Keyword: MRS Retractable Pair Keyword: COK Radial T/A 


+o 
} ‘ey Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day! 
: 1.800.230.3030 - Int’l: 1.330.630.0230 


RACING EQUIPMENT 


SCode: 1810MR -« Prices subject to change without notice. Please check SummitRacing.com for current pricing. = 
Typographical, description, or photography errors are subject to correction. Some parts are not legal for use in California FIND IT AT Racing! CoM 


or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or local laws/regulations. © 2018 AUTOSALES, INC. 


Ames 
Performance 
Engineering 


Restoration & Performance 


Parts 


miles from Bill Allen Chevrolet—the dealer 
that sold these cars brand new. | know you'll give it a good home.” 

Beem still did not know if the car was Beem answered, “I want it. It’s just wheth- 
for sale, so he was shocked when he heard er you want to sell it or not.” 


Stidham say, “If you decide you want the car, 


Because this car had been stored 
and not driven for many years, these 
Dick Harrell valve cover emblems are 
in good enough condition to remain 
unrestored. 


The Dick Harrell badges on the rear 
quarter-panels are intact. The Hugger 
Orange paint is factory original, and 
Dick Harrell’s Performance Center 
painted this black stripe. 


Though weathered from years of 
heat, this Harrell sticker stayed on the 
air cleaner lid. 


The Bill Allen dealership badge was 
still on the rear taillight panel. 


www.amesperf.com 
800-421-2637 


FREE 
CATALOGS! 


1964-77 GTO/LeMans/ Tempest 
1961-63 LeMans/ Tempest 
1967-81 Firebird/ Trans Am 
1955-77 Full-size/ Grand Prix 


1982-2002 Firebird/Trans Am 


available online only 


pe 4 ei The interior was in very good condition, especially the upholstery, which had no rips 
st: a or tears 


Stidham said, “Dave, it’s time.” 

Later Stidham told us, “I've got some 
health problems and | realized | wasn't able 
to finish it in the fashion | wanted.” 

Stidham had plenty of people trying to 
buy the car. “I’d been approached, oh man, 
| don’t know how many times by people 
who were more or less thinking | should 
give it to them for nothing. David knows 
what they’re worth and made me an Offer, 
and | took it. He does fine work too, man. | 
will tell you that.” 

Beem took time to check out the 427, 
which he found is numbers-matching, and 
he heard the story from Stidham himself. 

Stidham’s brother Joe purchased the 
car after a “trade-in” in the early 1970s. 
The original owners were Dave and Shirley 
Richardson. Joe passed away in 1977, and 
Gerry inherited the car. He kept it all these 
years “because it belonged to my brother, 
and it’s like part of my family. That’s why | 
held onto it. And | like cars, too.” 

Beem plans to keep the car, which he 
will not restore. Instead, he will refurbish 
the engine internals and other mechanical 
parts because this is a car he says should 
not be “pushed and pulled out of shows.” 


Editor’s note: Watch Jerry Heasley’s video 
about Dave Beem’s Harrell Camaro on 
YouTube at bit.ly/2zP5mcv. 


®™ Beem has researched production 
numbers and believes about five or 
six Dick Harrell COPO 427 Camaros 
were built for 1969. This Hugger 
Orange coupe is the one four-speed 
Harrell built, as he favored automatics 
for drag racing. This 1969 Camaro is 
both a COPO car (meaning the factory 
installed the 427) and sold new and 
invoiced from Bill Allen Chevrolet with 
the Dick Harrell stripes, badges, and 
other modifications. 


Readers can contact Jerry Heasley 

at jerryheasley@gmiail.com and 
follow him on Twitter @jerryheasley. 
He is looking for rare finds, the “ones 
that got away,” and stories of cars with 
provenance. He will travel to signifi- 
cant Rare Finds to document them as 
they are pulled out. 


THE BRAKES 
MADE THIS WAY 


Edge chamfers for reduced chatter 
and improved pad 
contact 


Kevlar® based low abrasion, low dust, 

high performance compound in a choice 
of different blends for every driving style 
and vehicle 


L, 


Unique "Brake-In™" 
coating conditions 
rotors fast at pad 
install and seats new 
pads quicker 


x. NUCAP® NRS® hook 
} finished backing plates 
for superb bond 


strength and zero 
chance of pad de-bond 


Noise shims on piston 
side of pad for totally 
silent braking 


Combine your choice of these quality UK made EBC pads with our 
sport rotors which arrive with “thermic black” corrosion resistant 
coated finish for great looking brakes that COST less and STOP faster. 


Buy ONLINE or from your favorite 
performance store or order at Autozone. 


www.ebcbrakes.com 


: 2 at P lod > xf 5° a ‘ 


~ 


ee 
16 MUSCLE EAR REVIEW OCTOBER 2018 — 
ac SS 


By Drew Hardin 


Photos: Eric Dahlquist, Petersen Publishing Co. Archive 


s so often happens, we were 
going through the Petersen 
Publishing photo archive look- 
ing for something else entirely 
and spotted a photo of the Hurst Hairy 
Oldsmobile with a crunched front end. Look- 
ing further, we realized we had come across 
photos of the final run of this twin-engine, 
wheel-smoking exhibition car. 

Bob McClurg told the story of the Olds in 
our Feb. 2017 issue (“Hairy Was Scary”) with 
the benefit of firsthand accounts by “Gentle- 
man Joe” Schubeck, who drove the car for 
George Hurst and Jack “Doc” Watson. The 
Olds was intended to be an attention-getting 
promotional car for Hurst, much like the 


wheel-standing Hemi Under Glass Barra- 
cuda that preceded it. 

Attention it got, but not always the 
good kind. Even under the best of cir- 
cumstances it was a handful to drive. 
Schubeck told McClurg, “A 5,000-pound 
car with all four tires ablaze slipping and 
sliding all the way down the track was a 
shaky thing.” 

In the summer of 1967, Hot Rod's 
feature editor, Eric Dahlquist, went ona 
“summer vacation” of sorts, returning to 
his East Coast stomping grounds to file 
several stories long distance, including 
his now-famous visit to Bob Tasca and the 
resulting story on Tasca’s 428-powered 


KR-8 Mustang, which was the impetus for 
Ford creating the Cobra Jet. But we digress. 

One of the events Dahlquist covered on 
his trip was NASCAR’s Summer Nationals 
drag race in Niagara Falls. It was, for the 
most part, a rain-out. “Even when the sun 
finally came out, the track remained slick 
enough to frustrate any record attempts 
and was a contributing factor in the partial 
demolition of the Hurst Hairy Olds 4-4-2,” 
he wrote in the story “NASCAR’s (Wet) Nats” 
in the Nov. 1967 issue. “It careened off the 
course, uprooting a railroad-tie guard post 
and narrowly missing a portion of a fearless 
crowd which stood its ground, knowing all 
along that’s what good bullfighters do in 
Spain. Spanish bullfighters are poor insur- 
ance risks.” 

Judging by the frame numbers on the 
negatives, the last image Dahlquist shot 
on one roll was the out-of-control Hurst 
Hairy Olds veering off the track and head- 
ing straight for the crowd. (Tire smoke all 
but obscures the car, but it’s recognizable 
from its stripes.) Schubeck told McClurg that 
the magneto on the front engine quit, and 
without front-wheel power the car became 
“impossible to steer. Once the car hit the 
wet grass I’m thinking, any second now, I’m 
about to kill 20 or more of these people, and 
they’re all applauding and clapping like they 
thought it was part of the planned perfor- 
mance. There was absolutely no controlling 
this car. The steering wheel and the brakes 
were useless on wet grass.” 

Fortunately the Olds snagged a cable 
that was part of a low fence line, turning it 
perpendicular to the crowd and keeping it 
away from anyone until Schubeck could get 
it stopped. 

The very first image on Dahiquist’s next 
roll of film is of the crunched-up HHO being 
winched onto Hurst’s transporter. The sec- 
ond shot is a close-up of the hood, mangled 
from contact with the fence, with the car’s 
front engine visible behind it. The final shot 
in the sequence shows the car loaded on the 
transporter, headed to its eventual fate. 

That fate was destruction. Schubeck told 
McClurg, “On the way back home | began to 
think about it more, and the reality of what 
could have happened hit me. I said to myself, 
| really don’t need this. | was more con- 
cerned than scared over what | was doing 
driving that monster. The next day I called 
Jack [Watson] and told him that | didn’t want 
anything more to do with the Hurst Hairy 
Oldsmobile.” 

Watson dismantled the car, but pieces of 
it were used in a re-creation that debuted at 
the second Muscle Car and Corvette Nation- 
als in 2010. 
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DAY TWO & BARN FIND CAMAROS, —_— 


Don 


By Larry Weiner with 

Steve Temple 

Photos by Steve Temple and 
Larry Weiner 


famous writer once 
claimed you can’t go 
home again, referring 
to all the changes that 
take place in the unfair 
passage of time. Well, 
that might not always be true, at least in 
the case of my 1967 Camaro SS350. 

As a lifelong muscle car enthusiast who 
came of age in the mid 1960s, | can per- 
sonally vouch for the fast-growing trend 
to restore classic muscle cars in authentic 
day-two style. The fact is the vast majority 
of us who purchased a muscle car either 
new or used in the 1960s and early 1970s 
modified it as soon as possible. We couldn't 
wait to remove the stock parts and replace 
them with aftermarket accessories as fast 
as our budget allowed. Since many of us 
were still in high school or recent grads, 
with limited funds and oftentimes equally 
limited mechanical knowledge and tools, 
we found ways to add parts and acces- 
sories like those we saw in car magazines. 
Adding these parts not only differentiated 
our pride-and-joy from garden-variety cars, 
but also showed that our cars were cool 
and, by extension, so were we. 

Custom wheels (we called them mags); 
larger, wider tires; traction bars; and even 
custom hoods were reasonably affordable 
and didn’t require specialized tools or tal- 
ent to install, so they were popular modifi- 
cations, especially since they made sucha 
strong visual statement. 
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Reliving the 
Journey From 
Day One to 
Day Two 


Here’s my first 1967 Camaro, with which | 
sadly parted ways when |! was called up for 
duty during the Vietnam War. But I was able to 
find a suitable replacement decades later. 


Under the hood, finned aluminum valve 
covers, custom air cleaners and chrome ac- 
cessories, and brightly colored spark plug 
wires were surefire ways to gain real street 
cred in the eyes of our peers. For hardcore 
performance, headers, aluminum intake 
manifolds, and larger carbs were proven 
ways to increase power. And no self-re- 
specting muscle car would have been 
complete without a set of Cherry Bombs, 
Thrush Turbo Mufflers, or glass packs. 

It’s important to remember that in many 
cases, these accessories were added incre- 
mentally, one or two at a time. We had to 
save the money before we could purchase 
parts and accessories, so most day-two 
cars were a continuous work in progress. 


The Joumey Begins 

My day-two journey started in earnest 
when | purchased a Tuxedo Black 1967 Ca- 
maro SS350. A very early Norwood, Ohio, 
car built in August 1966, the Camaro was 
bone stock when | bought it from the origi- 
nal owner in the spring of 1969. It didn’t 
stay stock very long. As fast as my modest 
budget allowed, | equipped it with many 
of the same parts and accessories that 
Nickey, Yenko, and Baldwin-Motion used 
on the cars they built. 

| had a lot of good times with my Cama- 
ro, but like many of us during the Vietnam 
War who got “welcome letters” from Uncle 
Sam or had the misfortune of drawing a 
low draft number in the lottery, | had to sell 
it prior to leaving for basic training in the 
Army in the fall of 1971. Talk about seller’s 
remorse! | knew that | had made a mistake 
letting it go as | watched the new owner 
drive it away. 


Traction Bars 


I bought a set of traction bars at Nickey Chevrolet back in the sum- 
mer of 1969 after breaking the factory spring plates and T-bolts on 
my first Camaro SS while racing a 1969 GTO. The Nickey traction bars 
eliminated the wheelhop that plagued first-gen Camaros, especially 
those equipped with monoleaf springs. The Nickey Camaro traction 
bars have not been available for nearly 50 years, but with the rising 
popularity of day-two muscle car restorations, demand has resulted in 
the reissue of the original Nickey traction bars. Working with Nickey 
Performance, GSS Supercars now produces an exact replica of the long 
unavailable originals (first with T-bolts [upper /eft] and later with the 
stronger Eaton U-bolts [upper right]). They look just like the originals, 
are period-correct, and work just as effectively today as the originals 
did back in the fall of 1966 when Nickey first developed them. 


Shock Absorbers 


Replacing the factory Delco spiral 
shocks is a set of Gabriel Dual Duty 
shock absorbers. These N.O.S. shocks 
are hard to find and period correct. They 
offer dual damping via easy-to-adjust 
settings for “drag and drive,” making 
them real two-in-one shocks. While the 
rear Gabriels provide a stiffer setup, the 
fronts have a softer setting. 
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Diff Cover 


This Cal Custom finned aluminum differential cover for the 12-bolt 
rearend is a part from the late 1960s made in Gardena, California. It 
holds more gear oil than the original factory stamped-steel differ- 
ential cover, dissipates heat better, and looks way cool! 


About 15 years ago, | started looking for a 
replacement for my long-lost Camaro. After 
an extensive nationwide search, | founda 
numbers-matching time capsule certified by 
Jerry MacNeish that, other than the color, is 
nearly identical to my long-gone original. 

After enjoying nearly a decade of 
ownership of this suitable replacement 
in stock form, | had an itch to relive my 
youth. | wanted to have the same fun with 
this Camaro that | did with my first one. So 
what follows is a trip down memory lane, 
retracing the same path many of us gear- 


Carb/Air Cleaner 


The factory air cleaner with the small single snorkel on the 1967 
Camaro SS was never known for high airflow, and most perfor- 
mance enthusiasts quickly replaced it with a freer-breathing, open- 
element-style air cleaner. Back in the day, | went with a Cal Custom 


12-inch Fly Eye air cleaner. I chose the same air cleaner for this Ca- 
maro, one I found on eBay. It’s a bolt-on deal for a Holley 780 or 850, 
but with a Rochester Quadrajet, it requires the use of a 1-inch spacer 
that is available from Mr. Gasket (PN 9341). 


heads took back when muscle cars ruled 
the streets. 

Many of the same parts and accessories 
| had added to the Camaro in 1969 went 
on this car, along with some that | couldn’t 
afford back then. Note to purists: Not one 
permanent modification or change has 
been made to the Camaro. In fact, | did not 
drill even one hole. Every aftermarket part 
is a pure bolt-on and could be removed as 
easily as it was installed. Each of the stock 
parts has been carefully boxed and la- 
beled, and could be reinstalled at any time. 


Satisfaction 

Building this 1967 Camaro SS into a 
day-two muscle car has been a deeply 
satisfying and relatively easy project. 
Every item was able to be installed with 
simple handtools right in my own ga- 
rage or driveway, and none required any 
modifications. The result is an accurate 
reflection of what enthusiasts and high- 
performance Chevrolet dealers were 
building back when the first-generation 
Camaros were brand new. So you really 
can go home again! 
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THE WAY WE WERE 


a. \ j > V7 
FINS Spark Plug Wires 
f a NY Ne y 2 oS ® ACCEL 8.8mm spark plug wires were a pop- 
SP é we. i” ular ignition system upgrade when they were 
* ; “ released in 1969. They were far superior to the 
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Shifter 
® The original chrome-ball knob shifter 
was replaced with a Hurs 


transmission. 
‘ better control for hard shifts and also has 
DAY ONE . Fh } a pushbutton for the Gear Vendors unit. A 
robust driveline component, the Gear Ven- 
dors under/overdrive is designed to handle 
as much as 1,500 hp and will easily handle 
the torque produced by a vintage muscle 


DAY ONE 


AUTO INTERIORS LTD:. 
THE FINEST COLLECTION OF INTERIOR 
AND EXTERIOR SOFT TRIM PRODUGT: 


~~ 


YY ~~ 


CHRYSLER/DODGE/PLUMOUTH 


1957-79 A, B,C, E & F-BODY 


AMERICAN MOTORS 


1968-74 JAVELIN, AMX & REBEL 
1971-74 GREMLIN, HORNET, AMBASSADOR & MATADOR 


GENERAL MOTORS 


1964-72 A-BODY & 1967-81 F-BODY 


WWW.LEGENDARYAUTOINTERIORS.COM 
PHONE: 800-363-8604 9 FAX: 800-732-8874 


~~ 


stock Packard 7.7mm spark plug wires. What’s 
more, the bright yellow wires added a splash 
of color to the engine, further distinguishing 


it from stock. 


car. It offers a 22 percent overdrive when 

engaged, turning this Camaro’s 3.73 final 

drive into a freeway friendly 2.90:1. In ad- 

dition, the Gear Vendors offers the ability 

to split gear ratios, turning a Muncie four- 

speed into a six- or seven-speed. Other DAY TWO 
than a small button to electrically actuate 

the unit, it is invisible until you crawl un- 

derneath the vehicle, where it is mounted 

to the rear of the factory transmission. 
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Exhaust Products 
Value Priced with 
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in Fit, Finish & 
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APerTronix Performance Brand www.patriotexhaust.com 800-827-3758 


Some products are NOT Legal for Sale or Use in California on Any Pollution Controtied Motor Vehicies 
Reter to the Emissions Code in the Manufacturer's application and part number listings 


Valve Covers 


Cal Custom nine-rib aluminum valve covers replace the stock 
valve covers to add a very popular custom touch to the engine. 
Also, fins in the valve covers aid in heat dissipation and offer the 
addition of a breather per side to reduce crankcase pressure. 
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Spanner Wrench & Thrust Bearing Kit » 
Patented D-Spec Performance Bushings OF 


PROTOURING]pEREORMANCE) 
UPPER & LOWER TUBULAR CONTROL 
ARMS W/ COIL-OVER KIT — starting at ° 1 1B 2Kit 
UPPER & LOWER TUBULAR | FRONT COIL-OVER FOR CHEVY FULLSIZE, NOVA, 


CONTROL ARM SET KIT ONLY CHEVELLE, CAMARO, 
starting at $7BB/set | starting at S44 9xxit C10 TRUCKS & G-BODY 
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* Cast Iron Exhaust Manifolds : 

* Head Pipe Adapters 

* Transmission a 
Crossmember wu? 
with Poly Trans Pads 

¢ Fabricated Engine Perches 
* PolyPlus™ Engine Mounts 


¢ FitRite™ Adjustable Engine 
Brackets 


* Oil Pan Kit* 
(Car applications only) 
* All Mounting Hardware 
* Chevy C-10 Truck Kits Do Not Incliate Oil Pan Kits Zs 
Ait contents will vary per application, é - 


starting at $599 x: 4 
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For 700R4 & 4L60E transmissions. BEST FIT ON MOST POPULAR 
starting at $7 75 xit CHEVY APPLICATIONS 


POWER STEERING 
BOXES & CONVERSION KITS S00 Series 


. on Loaded T Calpers & Brackets 
* OE Conversion Hardline Kit with Banjo Bolts" MOVES) 


¢ Late-Model Technology Power Steering Box 


* Keeps Perfect Alignment with the 1964-72 ™ * Dust Shields, Bearings, Seals, Dust Caps eo ie 
OE or Aftermarket Steering Column ora | * Stock Height Spindle Kit COMPLETETASSEMBEEDIIONS 
4° All Power Boxes Use Inverted Flare Hoses — Accepts Factory Ball Joints & Tie Rod Ends starting at sing at $B99 ni 


STEERING BOXES ONLY starting at ° 3 4D ea 
COMPLETE CONVERSION KITS starting at°S39xit. 9 


¢7", 8", 9" & 11" Power Brake Booster’ with ——_—_—-——— $575 
er Cylinder & OE Style Proportioning Valve VASSEMBLED KIT starting at kit 


“This hood basically just fell right on the Camaro” 
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Stock/Stinger Hood 


@ Classic Industries offers a 1967 427-Corvette-style Stinger hood for 
1967-1969 Camaros in either steel or fiberglass. It has the same design 
as the original A&A fiberglass hood, and is a direct replacement for the 
original factory Super Sport hood. It has a functional cowl induction 
inner panel that provides cooler air directly to the carb from the high 
pressure point at the base of the windshield. It’s designed to accept the 
factory 1969 Camaro cowl induction flapper door, seal, and solenoid. 

| went with the steel version so I could retain not only the stock hood 
hinges and hood latch, but also the springs. This hood basically just fell 
right on the Camaro when installed prior to paint and striping. In addi- 
tion, a big plus is that it utilizes a factory cowl induction inner, so not 
only is it cool looking, but it also provides cool air directly to the carb. 
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FEATURES: 
* Designed to Upgrade Manual 

or Vacuum-Assisted Brakes 


* Black-Anodized Billet 
Aluminum Firewall Mounting Bracket 
& Accumulator Cover 

* Pedal Rod Hardware, 
Firewall Seal & Mounting Hardware 
Included 


¢Aluminum Corveite-Style Master 
Cylinder with Black Lid & Bails 
(Upgrade Geons Available - 
ncluding Wilwood) 


¢ Prop & Stop Block Kit COMPLETE SYSTEMS ASK ABOUT MASTE! 
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*All Mounting (77-3 7 1 CL 


Hardware EL CAMIN 
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ori! = "HYDRAULIC BRAKE ASSIST 


E Wi = 
SS ar.TH | INSTALL KITS ® nb Bikar 5008s ) sco 12"R * Pro-Touring Front 
Includes in-line filter, fitting © y ; mplete 12° Rear & Rear Sway Bar Kits 
BARE UNITS) 2y) kit & brake bieeding syringe. ‘ RACKAGEJFEATURES: Cpp Big Brake Kit oe 
HYDRAULIC BRAKE ASSIST starting at S29 it | | +500 Series™ * Chrome Master Cylinder * 2ual-Adjustable Front 
Includes units with billet aluminum mounting ACCUMULATOR 14:1 Sport Ratio & Adjustable Prop Valve/ Coil-Over Conversion Kit 
bracket & black anodized finish S, COVER OPTION Power Steering Box Distribution Block Combo & Rear Dual-Adjustable 
with hardware only. starting at S46 Drea ~ starting at $3Ovea g Aluminum Body Shocks 


* Complete 13” Front Totally Tubular™ Upper , C 
: : omplete Rear 
conn aati Kit & Lower Control Arm Set Suspension System 
CKAGE BOX INCLUDED 
- starting at $397 8 (kit 


POWER STEERING CREVETEE S57 CAMINO “PTKA w/400 Series™ 
IDE ~ starting at SSODO Kit 


eR ahi "s EER G COLUNINS 
SWAY AD. ee feeble BS 


KEY 


TONS!) — 


Fi SC CHIET Sims ‘ALSO AVAILABLE! y 
Column-shift columns include both 
3 & 4-speed lighted shift indicators 

¢ 2" Stainless Tube for Automatic Column Shift & All Floor Shift Applications 

* Accept Any 1967-94 GM Steering Wheel or Aftermarket Adapter 

¢ Available in 28", 30", 32", 33" & 35" Lengths ( ; — ~~ 

| *Jn Plain, Chrome & Black Finishes UNIVERSAL'FIT. starting at °2EQDea * LIMITED = BY! ae 


TIME ONLY! 


*YOUR TOTAL ORDER, 


Prices subject to change without notice. * Please note that kits and prices may vary between certain applications ON CPP PRODUCTS ONLY 


eee” — 
WHEELS & TIRES 


A cool-looking set of mag wheels was on everyone's wish list on day two. While the 14-inch Rally wheels and Firestone Super Sports 
redline Wide Ovals were correct for the Camaro, they were... well, stock. I chose a set of 15-inch Cragar S/S mags because that’s what 
Ihad on my first Camaro. They looked great then, and they still look great today. Besides, they're what Bill Jenkins ran on his Cama- 
ro, and to say that he was a big influence on those of us in the Bowtie brigade would be an understatement. 

As for tires, safety is paramount. While 50-year-old Goodyear Blue Streaks look really cool (and yes, I had a set of those back in the 
day for quarter-mile runs), they are way too antiquated by today’s standards. Besides, DOT street-legal tires with tread are far more 
practical on public roads. 

Up front is a pair of BFGoodrich Silvertown tires by Coker. The rear meats are a set of Mickey Thompson Sportsman Pro tires 
with a period-style square-shouldered appearance. Plus they are wrinkle walls, making them ideal for some quarter-mile action. 
Yes, Mickey Thompson Sportsman Pro and BFGoodrich Silvertown are bias-ply tires. Modern radial tires ride smoother, but if you 
want “the look,” bias-plies are the way to go. 
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“They’re what Bill Jenkins ran on his Camaro” 
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AVS Eaton Detroit Spring Hurst Shifters 
Parts installation assistance U-bolts Competition Plus shifter 
760/795-9031 313/963-6820 707/544-4761 
avsfab.com eatondetroitspring.com hurst-shifters.com 
Classic Industries Gear Vendors Nickey Performance 
Stinger hood Hurst T-handle with switch Nickey traction bars 
800/854-1280 619/562-0060 630/377-1222 
classicindustries.com gearvendors.com nickeyperformance.com 
Coker Tire GSS Supercars These vintage muscle car parts are no longer 
BFGoodrich Silvertown tires Nickey traction bars, Hurst console warning in production and were sourced on eBay: 
cokertire.com label, simulated hoodpins and lanyards Hurst/Gabriel Dual Duty shock absorbers; Cal 

760/630-0547 Custom 12.:inch Fly Eye air cleaner; Cal Custom 

Discount Tire gss-supercars.com nine-fin aluminum valve covers; Cal Custom 
Mickey Thompson tires, Cragar S/S wheels ET finned aluminum 12-bolt differential cover. 


discounttire.com 
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Original-Owner 1967 Yenko Camaro Uncovered 


By Jerry Heasley 


oug Perry is polite, but not shy. He knocked on the 

door of a stranger, John L. Weaver, on a Saturday 

afternoon in 2009 and said, “I understand you have a 

unique car, and I'd love to see it. Would there be any 
chance whatsoever it would be for sale?” 

To own a 1967 Yenko Camaro would be a dream come true for 
Perry, who revels in the history of Yenko Chevrolet, that small dealer- 
ship in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, that has become legendary today. 
Just standing face-to-face with the original owner of a 1967 Yenko 
Camaro would be spellbinding for a person with Yenko Camaro fe- 
ver. Most people would have phoned. Instead, Perry drove 188 miles 
from his home in Pataskala, Ohio, to Greensburg, Pennsylvania. 

Weaver wasn't ready to sell and wouldn't take a stranger into 
his garage to see the Camaro. The men exchanged phone num- 
bers and agreed to talk, which they’ve done for the last nine years. 

As much as Perry knew about Yenko history, Weaver, as an orig- 
inal owner, had information that no historian has ever chronicled, 
until now. 

Weaver was a teenager in March 1968 when his dad offered to 
“buy me something new.” They lived in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, and 
first visited Grabiak Chevrolet “down the road,” where the 19-year- 
old spotted a black 427 Corvette coupe that he “was interested in 
getting.” Except, “My God, the insurance was over $1,000 a year,” 
which was “a fortune” in those days. 

“So we went up to Yenko [Chevrolet] to see about getting a 
Camaro.” They entered a candy land of “at least 50 Z/28s, different 
colors, different gear ratios—4.10s, 4.56s, 4.88s.” Weaver recalled it 
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like it was yesterday. “I had a 1965 Chevelle with a 327/four-speed, 
and it was a pretty hot car for the day.” 

Yenko advertised 427 conversions in the local newspaper, but 
to Weaver’s dismay the salesman said they were not “prepping 
them yet,” referring to 1968 models. “They tried to sell me a Z/28. | 
had my mind set on a big-block, so Don came out and showed me 
to the back lot.” 

There, parked under a tarp, was a “leftover” but brand-new 1967 
Camaro SS396 that Yenko had not converted. “He said, ‘I'll do the 
conversion for you and I'll give you a good price.” 

Weaver favored a red Camaro, but this car was stunning in 
Nantucket Blue with red deluxe interior, a combination Doug 
Perry would later dub Superman. The hood and air cleaner were 
missing, parts they could easily replace. Weaver wanted a 1968 SS 
hood, which Don said he could supply at no extra cost. 

“He said, ‘We have a fiberglass hood that is like one of those 
Corvette Stinger hoods.’ He said they were ‘making those things.’ 
He said ‘You can have this for another $150.’ He said ‘We can put 
a spoiler on the trunk lid. We have one that’s all one piece, so it’s 
molded, and that will be another $150.” 

The price to buy and convert this loaded, Rally Sport 1967 Ca- 
maro SS396 was already more than $5,000, so Weaver opted out 
of the fiberglass hood and spoiler. With the Chevelle as a trade-in, 
the difference to purchase this Yenko Camaro was $3,192.08. 

Don told the Weavers to give him “about three weeks” to “get 
this thing converted and we'll call you.” 

Twelve days later, on Saturday, March 16, 1968, an “older gentle- 


“Next thing we’re going 
20 miles per hour. Poor 
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The garage where John Weaver kept his 1967 


Yenko Camaro was cluttered but heated, keeping 
the historic car rust-free and secure for 45 years. 


man” named Ron Lane phoned the Weavers to come and sign the 
papers and get their car. When they met Lane he was wearing an 
1.D. badge that read “High Performance Salesman.” 

“It wasn’t there at the dealership. We drove down the road 
about a mile or so. They had farmed this thing out. | don’t know 
who did all the work, but | picked this thing up at a Sunoco station, 
just right outside Interstate 79.” 

I-79 was not complete, so the highway was not yet open, but 
Ron Lane explained they could get the Camaro up on the pave- 
ment. Lane was first behind the wheel. 

“He says, ‘Yeah, this thing has pretty good pickup.’ Next thing 
we're going 120 miles per hour. Poor dad’s in the back seat.” 

After a few miles, Weaver got behind the wheel. He had “never 
driven a car with that much power. You couldn't pull out without 
squealing the tires a little bit. That’s just the way it was geared.” 

Back at the dealership signing papers, Weaver remembers his 
dad asking, obviously concerned, “Well, you don’t have to drive 
it fast like that, do you?” Although Weaver assured his dad the 
answer was no, he admits today that “the first month I had the 
car, | was scared of it. If you didn’t watch what you were doing, the 
thing would fishtail out on you.” 

That very first night, on Lloyd Avenue leading to the airport 
outside Latrobe, with a friend in the passenger seat, Weaver found 
the police “taking exception” to him “laying rubber,” at which time 
he “opened up” the 427 and “went away” from the officer like his 
big Ford Galaxie four-door sedan “was standing still.” 


® Weaver is seen here helping clean out his garage to retrieve the Yen- 
ko Camaro and parts on June 2, 2018. New caretaker Doug Perry wants 
to thank Lane Dailey, Dave McGaffee, Matt Barzak, and Frank Arone for 
“all going with me and working tirelessly for the day to get the car.” 
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This Yenko Camaro retains its original drivetrain: the 427 conversion engine, automatic transmission, and rearend. Yenko converted this 
Camaro from a 396 to a 427 in March 1968. This car (YS 760) is the one and only documented 1967 big-block cowl-plenum Yenko Camaro. 


Weaver did not know what top speed he 
hit in his new 427 Yenko Camaro because 
“the speedometer only went to 120 miles 
per hour, and it wound the whole way 
around and went back to zero.” Weaver 
“hid the car for a few days.” 

That summer of 1968 was a wild time. 


AT AGLANCE 


1967 YENKO CAMARO 


Owned by: Doug Perry 

Restored by: Arone Restoration, Homer City, PA; 
engine work by Dave McGaffee 

Engine: 427ci/41Ohp V-8 

Transmission: Turbo 400 3-speed automatic 
Rearend: 12-bolt with 3.73 gears and Positraction 
Interior: Original red Deluxe vinyl! 

Wheels: 15x6 Rallye 

Tires: G70-15 whitewall 

Special parts: Cow! plenum BB air cleaner, 
power windows, rear defrost, Rally Sport equip- 
ment; Yenko Conversion stock number YS 760 


The entire car is rust free due to excellent 
storage conditions in a heated garage. Just 
7,257 miles show on the odometer. 


The original walnut steering wheel is in 
excellent condition. 


This is the original Stewart-Warner pedestal 
tach, found in this box. 


Keystone Raceway Park had just opened 
for business. Weaver was a spectator for 
a few weeks, and then began drag racing 
his Camaro every weekend, running mid 
13s through the mufflers and in the “high 
12s” with the headers open. 

In the winter of 1968, Weaver meta 
“fellow where | got my gas that did paint- 
ing. He said he could paint the car red 
for me.” Weaver got his red Camaro, but 
it’s a decision he regrets. Likewise, he 
regrets removing the engine to install 
a bigger cam and heads, improving his 
e.t. at the strip to a best time of 12.12, but 
which proved “a little too much for the 
street.” 

He did put the car back to stock. In 
1973, after his move to Greensburg, Weav- 
er blew the automatic transmission. With 
a girlfriend occupying most of his time, 
the Camaro got parked. Years passed. Life 
got in the way. The red paint started peel- 
ing. Weaver pulled the seats and began 
disassembling the car, but just never had 
the time to put it back together. 
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Perry and his crew unloaded the car at Arone Restoration, where the car will be restored to perfection. In addition to the original Yenko drive- 
train, YS 760 also retains the original sheetmetal, interior, and glass. Weaver regretted repainting his Camaro red, and was in the process of re- 


turning the body to its original Nantucket Blue. 


The 1967 Yenko was loaded with documentation, which Perry laid 
out on the decklid of his 1969 Yenko Camaro (featured in the Barn 
Finds display at MCACN 2017; see “Lost and Found,” May 2018; bit. 
ly/2zOt4FU). Among the paperwork was the original Protect-O-Plate 
and a handwritten letter on Yenko Chevrolet stationary from Ron 
Lane to John Weaver. Five pages of Chevrolet order forms list the 
complete components of the Yenko supercar conversion as well as 
the options and accessories that add up to $5,242.08, a huge sum for 
a 1967 Camaro. 


In 2009, he still wanted to hang onto his 
Yenko Camaro. Doug Perry wasn't the first 
collector who had tried to buy the car. The 
two became friends. 

Perry says, “We would exchange 
phone calls and emails, and when | was 
driving through the area | would always 


eae” 
ARIDE WITH DON YENKO 


stop and we'd have lunch.” 

Perry honored his friend’s request not 
to talk about the Yenko Camaro, which 
was not for sale, anyway. After about four 
years, Weaver brought up the Camaro and 
showed Perry the car for the first time. 

Finally, in 2018, Weaver decided it was 


Other 1967 Yenko Camaros came with 14-inch wheels. This Camaro 
was unique, mounted new with G70-15 whitewall tires, as verified on 
original paperwork. This is the original spare from the trunk. 


Arone and Perry solved the riddle of the bronze SS hood. Weaver 
asked for a 1968 SS hood for the Camaro, as it was without a hood for 
reasons unknown (maybe theft). Apparently this hood was the stock 
hood from the prototype 1968 Yenko Camaro, which was Corvette 
Bronze. Don Yenko put an optional fiberglass hood on that car, which, 
incredibly, is (as of this writing) in Arone Restoration and will be side- 
by-side with this last 1967 Yenko Camaro produced, just as they were 
together in the winter of 1968 at Yenko Chevrolet. The date on the 
hood is the third week of January 1968. Perry has determined that his 
1967 Yenko Camaro and the 1968 Yenko prototype were together at 
the dealership for four to five weeks. 


time to sell, and the only person he would 
consider was Perry. Weaver remembers 
that day. “Frank Arone came over, too. | 
kept saying, ‘I can’t believe I’m doing this.’ 
But, I’m at peace because | know Doug is 
going to take care of it. | think he likes that 
car more than | do.” 

Arone Restoration in Homer City, Penn- 
sylvania, will do the restoration. Arone, in 
fact, had told his friend Doug Perry about 
this Yenko in 2009. 


Because it had headers (part of the Yenko conversion), John Weaver had trouble get- 
ting a state inspection for his new 427 Camaro, except at Yenko Chevrolet. On his first 
visit for an inspection he ran into Don Yenko. 

“Don had seen me there and he said, ‘How do you like the car? Can we go for a 
ride?’ 

“I said, ‘Sure.’ 

“He said, ‘Well, do you mind if I drive?’ 

“I said, ‘No, I don’t mind if you drive.’ 

“So we pull out of the dealership. The dealership is on a two-lane street, just on the 
outskirts of town, and he is going through the gears, squealing tires through every 
gear. We're up over 100 miles per hour, and [I thought], Jiminy Christmas, what are we 
getting into? 

“He said, ‘You know, youre lucky. This is the last car that we can make that’s not go- 
ing to have all this emissions equipment.’ And he said, Tjust love these cars.” 


Weaver had two preconditions for the 
sale. The first was to restore the car within 
two years. The second was for “one last 
drive.” 

Perry agreed to the first, but not the 
second. He told Weaver, “John, | can’t do 
that.” 

“Why?” 

“Because you're going to have a lot 
more than one ride. When you come to 
Ohio, you get your own set of keys. We 
nicknamed the car Superman. You are Su- 
perman. It will always be your car. I’m just 
a caretaker. 
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ongtimers will tell f i f of GM’s hottest performance 
you that the weather () o () o models. Sure, they use the 
at the Carlisle Chev- SLS to show off some of their 
rolet Nationals (until latest restorations (and the 
recently the GM Nationals) work of the craftsmen at Su- 
is a total crapshoot. On this = qd () VV per Car Restorations, which 
weekend in June it’s either does much of their paint). But 
pouring rain, hot and sticky, or ° not every car in the SLS has 
all of the above. been painstakingly restored 
The 2018 edition was a rain by the guys from Latrobe. 
year, with dark clouds and igi 


Original cars, day-two cars, 
showers hanging around until ° cars in progress—they all 
the sun finally emerged on make the SLS scene. They 
Sunday. The weather made for just have to be interesting 
a sparsely attended show field examples of GM’s hottest 
on Friday and Saturday, but models. 


in Building Y the Solid Lifter But Top-Shelf This year the room was 


Showroom played to a packed pretty much evenly divided 


house in terms of both cars Muscle Cars Were between Camaros on one side 


and attendees. and Chevelles on the other, 


e 
For 10 years now, Brian Cozy and Dry Inside the with a lone Chevy II splitting 
Henderson and Joe Swezey @ O) the difference. Here are high- 
of the Super Car Workshop Solid Lifter Showroom lights of the SLS, as wellasa 
have put together the SLS as few brave souls who left their 
an invitation-only gathering By Drew Hardin cars out in the rain. 


“Rain or shine,” the promoters promise, the next Carlisle Chevrolet Nationals takes place June 21-23, 2019, at the Carlisle 
Fairgrounds in central Pennsylvania. For info on this and all the other Carlisle shows, visit carlisleevents.com.—Ed. 


“The Solid 
Lifter Show- 
rooit played 


§§ Inside Building Y, where the SLS takes place, 
you’d never know it was raining outside except for 
the sounds of heavy drops hitting the tin roof. 
Henderson and Swezey used to have a picturesque 
old building—much like a real showroom-—for their 
SLS display. Carlisle sold that property, so SLS 
moved here. The smaller space forces the guys 

to be more selective with their invitations, but the 
quality of the cars is simply outstanding. 
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P S> ——_ Bf Mike Chronister 
— _ bought this 1969 Ca- 
\ . maro L78/four- -speed 
in 1974 as you see 
it here, with 11,000 
miles on the clock 
and the day-two 
goodies already on it. 
Today the odo shows 
27,000, and Chronis- 
ter has worked hard 
_ to maintain its im- 
maculate state ever 
since. Just to keep 
the brushed (and not 
coated) aluminum 
American Racing slot- 
ted wheels polished 
takes him an hour 
~ per wheel, he figures. 
' Watch for a full fea- 
ture on this car in an 
upcoming issue. 
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® Mark Hassett told us he had been trying to buy this 1971 Baldwin- 
Motion Camaro, known as the Beast from the East in magazine articles 
of the day, for years. He finally snagged the car last September. Other 
than a little touch-up to the white, the paint is original, as is the interior 
and most of the underhood equipment dressing the 454. The car’s first 
owner was a dentist, who sold the car to a 19-year-old who got into so 
much trouble behind the wheel he had to sell it. Hassett figures he is 
the 13th owner, as the car has passed from collector to collector. He 
plans to do nothing but preserve it. 
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SOMEONE LEFT A SHOW OUT IN THE RAIN 


& Two 1969 COPO Chevelles sat nose-to-nose in the middle of the SLS. 
This one belonged to Albert Galdi, who found it in 2003 and bought it 
sight unseen as a project car. “Its running gear was used and abused,” 
he says. The original 427 was gone (now replaced by a CE block), and 
the M22 four-speed “sounded like a box of marbles.” The restoration 
took 18 months, with Galdi doing everything himself except the engine 
machining and upholstery. He plans to take it to the Super Car Reunion 
this summer to make some dragstrip passes. 


@ The last time we saw Angelo La Pera’s 1970 Chevelle was two years 
ago at the SLS. Then it was a body shell, displayed on a cart to show 
off the authentic details that Jamie Cooper and Joe Griffith of Super 
Car Restoration put into their paint jobs, even in areas that would not 
be seen when the car was finished. Rick Nelson restored the LS6/M22 
Chevelle for La Pera, who'd spent years collecting date-coded parts 
for it. 
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® The second COPO Chevelle belonged to Grady Burch. Readers with 
long memories may recall Bob McClurg’s feature in the May 2009 is- 
sue. If you don’t, let’s just say that this Chevelle is almost 100 percent 
original, the only exceptions being a little fresh paint on the front end 
and trunklid. That was added when a previous owner removed the 
car’s emblems and brazed over the holes. Sitting behind the car is au- 
thor Matt Avery, whose new CarTech book on all things COPO comes 
out in September. 


but it’s also one of around 200 (he estimates) made with the L89 alu- 
minum cylinder head option. That rare motor was separated from the 
Camaro for decades, but a previous owner managed to locate the en- 
gine in Pennsylvania and reunite it with the car, which was in Virginia. 
The Camaro was in pieces when Jones bought it nine years ago, and he 
spent seven of those nine years collecting parts for the restoration. 


®@ Richard Doyle (left) shows Matt 
Avery some of the finer details of 
assembly-line work on his brother 

} Bill’s 1970 Chevelle convertible. 
Doyle spent 30 years working at 
GM’s Baltimore Assembly Plant and 
held seminars for SLS attendees to 
share his experiences. His brother’s 
Chevelle is a rare one: a 396/four- 
speed SS painted in pedestrian Gobi 
Beige. In the background you can 
see Doyle’s Monaco Orange 1969 
Chevelle SS drop-top. 


@ Skip Lecates’ 1969 Camaro has a rare combination of parts. It’s a big- 
block base model with the JL8 four-wheel-disc-brake option, which is 
typically found only on Z/28s. He has owned the Camaro for 31 years, 
18 of which he spent looking for N.O.S. parts for the car’s eventual 
three-year restoration. NCRS paperwork indicates the Camaro was 
originally sold in Washington, D.C., but Lecates cannot trace any of the 
owners prior to 1978. He’d like to hear from anyone with info on his car, 
or any other big-block/JL8 Camaro. 
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@ Mark Prunesti’s 1969 Chevelle, which he calls a light day-two car, ® Tim Schell “eats, sleeps, and breathes” 1969 427 Camaros. He brought 
was on a hoist to show off undercarriage details. It had been “hot rod- this stellar example to the SLS and said it was something of an urban 
ded its whole life” before being “put up” in 1978, he says. He bought it legend in Toronto, a car that “ruled Jane Street” when it street raced but 
in 2014; Super Car Restoration did the bodywork and paint, and then then was tucked away ina shed for the better part of 27 years. Other 
Prunesti did the assembly. He built his own Lakewood lookalike trac- than a repaint done in the 1980s the car is remarkably original, right 
tion bars and added Appliance four-bolt headers, N.O.S. Koni shocks, down to the rare “liquid tire chain” option in the trunk. “Only 200 or so 
and Cragars. Camaros got that option,” he says, “and maybe only two COPOS had it.” 
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SOMEONE LEFT A SHOW OUT IN 
Thin RAI 


To hear Greg Whitney tell it, “They only made Chevelles one year: 
1966. The rest are just a blur.” His car is a blur on the strip now, a com- 
petitor in FAST and the Super Car Shootout. But when he bought it 
in 2011 it was a well-used Chevelle with “tired paint and a grimy 396 
with a ’glide. But the bones were there.” The new motor (830 hp on the 
dyno, 770 through the exhaust) retains the 396’s stroke but has a big 
bore so it’s “turning 7,500 rpm at the finish line,” says Whitney. Behind 
the motor is a TH400 and 4.56 gears with a spool in the rearend. How 
does he get 10.71-second passes on those skinny G70-14s? “Leave like a 
pussycat, come on like a lion.” 


Jim Ross bought this Misty Turquoise 1970 Chevelle SS when it was 
just 2 years old and drove the car for “just one winter” before going 
drag racing in it. He cut out the rear fenders for slicks and added head- 
ers, a Quick Fuel carb on an Edelbrock intake, and a Hurst shifter. After 
breaking the original four-speed he replaced it with an automatic. 
Years later Ross decided to restore his Chevelle, and Henderson and 
Swezey stepped in. Despite the car’s dragstrip time the engine is its 
born-with L34, and much of the car remains original. 
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Rick Thayer’s Tripoli Turquoise 1968 Chevy II was also up in the air 
in the middle of the SLS to show off its underside details. Painted by 
Super Car Restoration and restored by Super Car Workshop, Thayer’s 
Chevy Il is not your run-of-the-mill grocery getter. Under the hood is a 
325-horse L79 V-8 backed by a M21 four-speed. This is another car we 
will feature in a future issue. 


Chick Renn’s 1968 Z/28 has lived most of its life in pieces. A previous 
owner tore it down for restoration in 1979. Renn bought it in boxes in 
1983 and didn’t begin the restoration until 2010. Fortunately it was “all 
there,” he says, “even the cowl plenum.” East Coast Muscle Cars did 
the bodywork and paint, and Renn assembled the car with the help of 
friend Skip Lecates. Renn documented much of the research he’s done 
over the years on his car and other Camaros; his informative thread on 
Team Camaro (camaros.net) has more than 435,000 views. 


eee” 
MEANWHILE, OUTSIDE 


® Randy and Yvonne Davis have owned three of Oldsmobile’s screaming yellow Rallye 350s. This is their most recent, a car they bought a 
year and a half ago from the estate of a man who owned it for years and planned to restore it. We are glad he didn’t. It’s an 81,000-mile, all- 
original example with factory air and power steering. Yvonne told us they plan to leave it as-is, despite (or maybe because of) the clearcoat 
someone sprayed on it years ago to “preserve” it. “That means we have to live with the rock chips,” Yvonne admits, but to strip the clear 
would likely ruin the car’s graphics, turning an excellent original car into just another restoration candidate. For their commitment to its 
preservation, we gave the Davises our Celebrity Pick Award. 
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@ This is a COPO. Specifically, this 1974 Nova is a 9C1 police car and 
just the second one built. The 9C1 Nova was the brainchild of former 
Motor Trend staffer (and reserve L.A. Sheriff’s Deputy) John Christy, 
who wrote a letter to Chevrolet in January 1974 with an idea to turn 
Novas into police cars by fitting them with Z28 engine and suspen- 
sion parts. He reasoned that the compact Novas would be more fuel 
efficient than the Satellites, Coronets, and Matadors the department 
was using (this was during the OPEC oil crisis). Chevrolet bit, and 
between 1974 and 1978 built some 15,000, most going to California 
police departments. At end of service many of the cars were sold 

to film studios, and most of those were destroyed in movies and TV 
shows. Alex Manz, who owns the Nova and runs a 9C1 registry, fig- 
ures that just 20 have survived. This one was bought at auction by a 
film editor who garaged it for 34 years and also kept “stacks” of the 
car’s original paperwork, which Manz got when he bought the car. 
Note the original L48 engine and the shotgun rack in the trunk. 
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OK, so maybe Greg Fleenor’s 307-powered 1969 300 Deluxe is not 
a muscle car per se, but its sleeper simplicity drew us in, as did the 
fact that this is a rare base model equipped with power steering and 
A/C. Fleenor bought it “25 years ago from alittle old lady” and re- 
stored it a short time later. In fact, it’s one of the first cars painted by 
Mark Coates, now of ABM Restorations and, according to Fleenor, 
Tim Wellborn’s painter of choice. “He’s married to my first cousin, 
and that’s how | got him to paint a Chevy,” Fleenor says. ec 
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The first photo that Stephen Minore shot 
of his W-31, in Wallingford, Connecticut, 
after he purchased it from Bob Trieschmann. 

Minore isn’t sure which of the previous 
owners installed the W-35 rear spoiler. 


The Olds That Started It 


All Finally Gets Its Restoration 


By Drew Hardin 
Photos: Stephen Minore 


ost Oldsmobile collectors are familiar 
with Stephen Minore and his authentica- 
tion and certification business, Cas-Am 
Performance. Regular WCR readers may 
recognize the name, too, as he’s been 


featured in several stories over the years. 


Despite his young age, Minore has become one of the most 
knowledgeable and respected Oldsmobile 4-4-2 W-30 specialists 
in the country. He writes his regular Rocket Report, consults on 
top-notch Cutlass, 4-4-2, and W-30 restorations, and can be found 
around prominent examples of the marque from Barrett-Jackson 
and Mecum to MCACN. 


_. 


wpine W-31 went through several owners prior to Trieschmann, including Paul Tortorici, a well-known Olds collector and owner of S&P Tees 
mani out of Hackensack, New Jersey. This is how the car looked when Tortorici bought it from its second owner in Ashland, Kentucky, in 1986. 


Notice there’s no spoiler. 
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“The Olde Original” 


Your muscle car needs insurance with muscle. Here’s the killer combo. 

Grundy combines the strongest insurance companies with our Agreed INSURANCE 

Value coverage, which protects 100% of the value of your car. Plus, we 

don’t nick you with deductibles*, you get unlimited mileage, low costs, 

and much more. Call us at 888-647-8639 or visit us at www.grundy.com WWW.GRUNDY.COM 
and see why no one covers muscle cars better than Grundy Insurance! 1-888-647-8639 


* i ; 
No deductible in most states. © 2016 The James A. Grundy Agency, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


SPOTWELD CUTTERS 
TO HOLE CUTTERS... 


BLAIR HAS YOU COVERED 


Blair Equipment Co. —www.blairequipment.com 
Swartz Creek, MI 800-426-7818 


ECH PROJECT W-31 DONE 


9 ~% ee 
» Here’s the W-31 while Tortorici owned it, parked next to his uncle’s 1971 W-30. The uncle had bought the W-30 new. Tortorici’s parents 5 
bought it for him for his 17th birthday. The youngster sitting on the hood is Tortorici’s son, Pino, at 18 months old. Pino is now 33 and is 
also an Oldsmobile enthusiast and collector. 
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The stock 325hp W-31 engine as it was before Minore got his hands on it, complete with the ram air cleaner, specific W-31 W-350 factory 
aluminum intake, and extremely rare W-31-only balancer, probably one of the rarest parts of the W-31 package next to the 7040255 car- 
buretor. 
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The 1970 Cutlass W-31 you see here 
has played a role in Minore’s love of 
Oldsmobiles since 1993, when he at- 
tended an Oldsmobile Club of America 
Nationals meet in Somerset, New Jersey. 
While walking through the rows of cars, 
he happened to stumble across a Senior 
Preservation 1968 Hurst/Olds owned by 
Bob Trieschmann. They struck up a con- 
versation, talking about the Olds and the 
fact that the name Trieschmann was also 
Minore’s mother’s maiden name. After dis- 


cussing their family tree, they realized they 


were distant relatives. 
Trieschmann mentioned that he owned 
another Olds, a 1970 Cutlass W-31 four- 


speed with a black interior, painted Galleon 


Gold with black stripes. This Olds had a 


After showing the car for a while, Minore 
decided to turn the W-31 into a street/strip 


car. Here it is in race trim, wearing classic Weld 


Wheel Super Lites all around with Mickey 
Thompson S/S Indy Profile tires in back. 
Minore remembers purchasing the wheels 
and tires from another Olds friend, Ed Riotte. 
Note the green Connecticut Emission sticker 
in the lower right corner of the windshield 


very similar color scheme to a basket-case 
1970 W-30 four-speed that he’d sold a 
couple months before. As soon he heard 
“gold with black stripes, ram air, and a four- 
speed,” he knew he had to have it. He took 
delivery of the car that October. 

Minore’s interest in the W-31 model 
dates back to a conversation he had with 
Olds collector Dave Bunch, who worked at 
Oldsmobile as a college student from 1968 
to 1973. Over a four-hour conversation, Mi- 
nore got a crash course on the ins and outs 
of the small-block-powered Oldsmobile. “If 
that conversation never happened, | would 
not have purchased this W-31,” Minore 
says. “Many thanks to Dave for leading the 
Way.” 


Classic Car 
Audio Solutions! 


USA-740 RADIO 


" The best in audio technology wrapped in a classic look. 


—— 


e Bluetooth® music streaming and voice 
Calling from your mobile phone. 


e Includes 300 watts of peak power with 
RCA pre-outs for optional amps. 


e Digital display shows artist, song, album 
titles and song navigation. 


e Includes auxiliary inputs for satellite radio, 
iPhones and portable players. 


e Easy to install! No extra parts or installation kits to buy. 


SLIDEBAR RADIO 


Slide The Bar to Change The Display From Classic AM to Full Digital 


Before 


¢ 300 Watts peak power, AM/FM RDS w/ 25 pre-sets (15-FM/10-AM) 

e USB Flash drive port, iPod charge & play, control from buttons. 

e Bluetooth’ option with BLUKIT ¢ CD-1 Controller option. 

e Subwoofer line out w/ level and crossover adjustments, & DSP EQ 

e 7 LCD display color choices (white/red/blue/cyan green/yellow/pink) 
e 2 Channel RCA Aux Input for Satellite, 4 Channel RCA Pre-outs 


For a Dealer near you, go to: 


customautosoundmfg.com 


or Call 


800-888-8637 
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best quality and the best price - 
Your classic car deserves a set of Inline tubes 
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ECH PROJECT W-31 DONE 
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iG Before he started his street/strip modifications under the hood, Minore made some changes 

to the W-31’s interior, adding a new rug and a blue four-speed console modified for a short- 
handled four-speed Hurst shifter. This photo also confirms the W-31 had just a clock and not the 
Rocket Rally Pac option. 


4 
l@=4The stealth black race engine had a Holley double-pumper carb, an Edelbrock Performer 
RPM aluminum intake manifold, HEI ignition with an MSD Blaster 2 coil, and Hooker Super 
Comp headers. Minore says that these were the only headers that fit comfortably in a four- 
speed car. 


Minore did the cruise night and car 
show thing with the W-31 for a couple of 
years, and even trailered it for some 14 
hours to attend the Oldsmobile 100th 
Anniversary show in Lansing, Michigan, 
in 1997. But not long after he grew bored 
of sitting around at those events, and 
turned the W-31 into a street/strip car. 
He installed a stout 350 Olds small-block 
with Hooker headers, an Edelbrock 
aluminum intake, and a double-pumper 
carb. The stock M21 transmission was 
joined to a Chevy 12-bolt rearend with 
4.88 gears and a Posi. 

The W-31 was very fun to drive, Minore 
recalls, and capable of low 12-second runs 
at the drags. Yet that phase passed, too, 
and he decided in 1998 to stop racing and 
put it back to bone stock. He started to dis- 
assemble the car, but a divorce forced him 
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CUSTOM SHROUDS - UTILIZE YOUR ENTIRE CORE! 


COOL CRAFT COMPONENTS / WWW.COOLCRAFT.COM 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


Specializing in Muscle Car Era 


Plymouth / Dodge Cars & Parts 
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While life happened to Minore, his W-31 NOS / USED: tonysparts.com MATCHING: 
sat in various garages, neglected and tak- 4 Speed Components : ; Carbs / Rear Ends 
en apart, for more than 16 years. These photos Grilles / Trim / Seats Harrington, DE Distributors 


were taken during a visit with the car with his . Fenders / Hood J visa Se mo Lae 4 anifolds 
longtime Olds friend Jack Ellsworth. Note the _ and much more ! adiators 


nitrous bottle in the trunk! 


Minore struck up a friendship with Ken 
Garner (shown) and Allan Steinbock of 
Garner Customs and Restorations when Ken 
asked him to come to the shop in Sarasota, 
Florida, to authenticate a 1972 4-4-2 W-30 
four-speed car ready for restoration. 


to put the restoration on the back burner. 
The car moved from storage garage to 
storage garage over the years while he 
shifted his priorities to help raise his two 
children, now 18 and 16. 

Fast-forward to early 2017. Minore was 
contacted by partners Ken Garner and 
Allan Steinbock of Garner Customs and 
Restorations out of Bradenton, Florida. 
They had recently purchased a 1972 W-30 
hardtop that had been sitting in a Lansing, 
Michigan, garage for 26 years. They had 
read our profile on Minore (“Young Dr. 
Oldsmobile,” Feb. 2016) and said, “We gotta 
get this guy down here.” 

They flew Minore to Florida to authenti- 
cate and certify the car, as they planned to 
freshen its older restoration. While he was 
there they decided to hire him to consult 
on the W-30 and to advise them on where 
to get parts and how things went back 
together. 


Two months into the project, Minore 
suggested they enter the car in the Muscle 
Car and Corvette Nationals. They accepted 
the challenge, and the car ended up win- 
ning a Gold Concours award and the 
Platinum Best Oldsmobile Judge’s Choice 
award, which Minore says was totally 
unexpected. They were humbled by the 
recognition. 

Months before the show, the guys at 
Garner started to talk to Minore about re- 
storing his W-31, wanting the opportunity 
to work on the car with his guidance and 
expertise. He accepted, and he offered 
MCR the opportunity to follow the car’s re- 
juvenation. We plan to do just that over the 
next few months. 

Garner Customs and Restorations is a 
proud sponsor of the W-31 Invitational at 
this year’s MCACN (November 17-18), and 
they plan to unveil Minore’s W-31 at the 
show. 
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The 4-4-2 that Minore worked on with the Garner crew went to MCACN in 2017, where it earned a Concours Gold award and the Plati- 
num Best Oldsmobile Judge’s Choice award. The team included (from left): Bryan Garner, Allan Steinbock, Ken Garner, Minore, Emilio 


Giano, and Carlos Negron. 
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S nad 6K ¢ a a LPP on 

1 Minore’s buddies Jack Ellsworth (left) 
and Emilio Giano (right) helped him 

load his W-31 on the trailer for the Garner 

crew to take back to Florida. 


8 Minore recently visited Trieschmann 

anal in the same home where Trieschmann 
had sold him the Olds 25 years before. 
Trieschmann had some surprises for him, in- 
cluding one of the license plates that was on 
the car when Trieschmann owned it. He also 
had photos of the car that Minore hadn’t seen 
before, photos that verified some of the fac- 
tory options the Olds had. For example, the 
photos revealed it had been equipped with 
an N-34 sport steering wheel, and just a clock 
instead of a Rocket Rally Pac. 
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Garner Customs and Restorations 
941/713-0912 
garnercars.com 
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By Arvid Svendsen 


Archival Photos by Dave Bishop & Tom Loughlin Jr. 


ason-Dixon Dragway in 
Boonsboro, Maryland, is not 
unfamiliar territory for this 
1970 Cyclone, a 429 Super 
Cobra Jet Drag Pack car with special-order 
paint. Vic Guilmino purchased the Cyclone 
brand new and still owns it. The Cyclone 
sports most of its original paint, interior, 
and engine components. Sometime in 1970 
or 1971, Vic disconnected the speedometer 
and began drag racing the Cyclone in 
earnest. Mercury’s marketing campaign 
called the 1970 Cyclone the “Password for 
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Action.” Vic’s been using that password for 
the past 48 years, with much of the action 
taking place a quarter-mile at a time. 
When Vic was in elementary school, he 
was given an assignment to write down 
three possible careers he would like to 
pursue. Vic filled in all three lines with the 
same answer: race car driver. His teacher 
immediately reported Vic’s wise-guy an- 
swers to his parents, who then forced him 
to modify his responses. Now that Vic has 
been involved in NHRA, AHRA, and IHRA 
drag racing for more than 50 years, it 
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seems his teacher and parents should have 
taken him more seriously. 

During the mid to late 1960s, Vic raced a 
Stock Eliminator 1958 Pontiac at the drag- 
strips around his home in Martinsburg, 
West Virginia. His racing success earned 
him the nickname Mr. Stock Eliminator 
among local track announcers. In 1969, Vic 
decided to look for a brand-new race car, 
preferably a new Pontiac GTO. 

“I went looking for a new race car for 
Pure Stock/Factory Stock, and Pontiac 
wouldn't give me any deal on it,” Vic re- 
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calls. “I went to the Chrysler dealer, talked 
to a guy | knew and went to school with, 
and he wouldn’t make me a deal. | went to 
the Chevrolet dealer. | talked to a guy by 
the name of Jack Evans. He told me that he 
had already ordered two cars for me. He 
told me he had ordered an orange [1969] 
427 Camaro and a silver Z/28 for me, and 
said, ‘Take your pick.’ | told him, ‘I don’t 
want a Camaro, and kept looking.” 

During his search, Vic got a call froma 
salesman he knew at the local Lincoln Mer- 
cury dealership. They sat down, worked 
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out a nice financial arrangement, and 
checked the right boxes for a 1970 Cyclone 
429 Super Cobra Jet with the Drag Pack 
option, the Detroit Locker with 4.30 gears, 
and the four-speed Top Loader transmis- 
sion. Vic didn’t like the nonsense of all the 
crazy colors offered in 1970, so he had the 
dealer special-order the paint. Vic chose 
Lincoln Light Gray Metallic, paint code L, 
which has a slight green tint to it. 

Vic was happy, but a problem developed. 
The sales manager stopped the deal and 
actually got nasty about it with Vic. Vic 


~ 


“Vic didn’t like 
the monsense 
of all the crazy 


colors offered 
in 1970” 
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PASSWORD FOR QUARTER-MILE ACTION 


—— 


The high torque of these big-block motors 
will make them twist during launch, often 
causing motor mount failure. Vic installed this 
engine travel limiter early on to eliminate that 
problem. 


AT AGLANCE 


Owned by: Vic Guilmino, Martinsburg, WV 
Restored by: Unrestored original 

Engine: 429ci/375hp Super Cobra Jet V-8 with 
Ram Air 
Transmission: Ford Top Loader 4-speed manual 
Rearend: Ford 9-inch with 4.30 gears and Detroit 
Locker 
Interior: Black vinyl bench seat 

Wheels: 15x4 front, 15x8 rear Cragar S/S 

Tires: 8.25-15 Concorde Turbo Speed front, 
P275/60R15 M&H rear 
Special parts: 1970 Lincoln Continental Code L 
Light Gray Metallic paint, Lakewood traction bars, 
Sun tach 
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The original 429 
SCJ block grenaded in 
the Mason-Dixon Dragway 
water box in 1977 during a 
burnout. Vic might have the 
remains of the windowed block 
in his shop, but he is not sure. 
Gand g . 

li wie 


uilmino ordered a base Cyclone with the top-dog 429 Super Cobra Jet 


Ram Air engine. Early in his ownership, Vic painted the body-color rechemgin binds 


textured paint that looks good to this day. Special thanks to Mason-Dixon Dr 


ay for 


our photo location. It’s almost home court for the Cyclone, a scant 25 minutes from Vic’s 


hometown of Martinsburg, West Virginia. 


walked. But the dealership owner, Owen 
Jones, learned of his killjoy sales manager’s 
actions and offered Vic the car at his cost, 
free taxes and tags, plus two years of free 
parts to cover any racing breakage. Vic 
took the deal, and they placed the order. 

When the unique Light Gray Metallic 
Cyclone arrived at the dealership, that 
pesky sales manager reared his ugly head 
again and attempted to sell the car out 
from under Vic before he got there. The 
owner learned of the attempted chicanery 
and fired the scoundrel. Vic thanked the 
owner and drove the Cyclone home. He 
didn’t come back to the dealer for parts 
those first two years because the Cyclone 
turned out to be unbreakable for multiple 
race seasons. 

In 1976, NHRA told Vic that the only 


way he could continue to race his Cyclone 
would be to install a roll bar. To the relief 

of Mercury Cyclone purists, Vic refused to 
cut up the car and parked it. Since 1976, the 
car has sat in Vic’s garage, with infrequent 
startups and an occasional appearance at 
a car show or event. 

This Cyclone is a Category Beast accel- 
eration storm. Vic took me for a ride in his 
Cyclone. With the calm and aplomb of Ron- 
nie Sox, he banged all four gears in a brisk 
“acceleration trial.” He even nudged the 
shifter in Second like all the pros did. When 
we asked why he keeps on beating that old 
Mercury, he responded, “I bought the car 
to do it, it was made to do it, and I’m going 
to bang the gears in that car until | can’t do 
it anymore.” Behold, raw muscle car pas- 
sion at its finest. 
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® The interior consists of a Spartan black bench seat, a two-spoke ® Vic disconnected the speedometer at 9,999.8 miles when he stepped 
steering wheel, and minimal wood applique accents onthe dashboard. up his drag racing involvement in 1971. At that point all he needed was 
The factory Hurst shifter works great so long as it’s fed a constant sup- the Sun Super Tach to monitor shift points. Usage was racked up a 

ply of shifter rod bushings. Underdash gauges monitor temperature quarter-mile at a time, combined with an occasional trip to 

and oil pressure numbers. local cruise nights. 


® By loosening a 
wingnut, the center 
nosepiece of the 
grille folds up to 
simplify cam swaps. 


@ In 1986, alittle 
magazine called 

Car Review (which we 
later added the word 
Muscle to) hosted the 
first Supercar Show- 
down. Vic took his Super 
Cobra Jet Cyclone to the 
event and won Fastest 
Ford-Powered Car of 
the Meet. 


VICIN ACTION 

When Vic Guilmino picked up his brand 
new 1970 Mercury Cyclone Super Cobra 
Jet, he was not excited. “I wanted a Pon- 
tiac!” The car served basic street/strip 
duty for the first year of ownership. In 
1972, he took the car off the street, and it 
was raced for the next four years. Here is 
a quick look back at the car’s early years. 


The Cyclone was originally equipped 

with body-color 14x6 steel rims with 
dog dish caps. Vic quickly picked up a set 
of Cragar S/S wheels and bigger rubber. A 
set of Lakewood traction bars was installed 
to cure wheelhop and properly plant the 
rubber for launch 


y ) Dave Bishop supplied this picture of Vic 
gull racing at Bristol, Tennessee, in 1973. Vic 
was running IHRA E/PS (Pure Stock), where 
he remembers he qualified Fourth. 73 ae Wor OP ee . 

ww ~~-qynernationals 
8 At the 1973 NHRA Summernationals F Lm eM eH ISHTOWN.NJ 
a in Englishtown, New Jersey, Vic won the : 
D/S class. That’s Vic pictured in the 
winner’s circle with the trophy. 


4 This awesome shot by legendary 
photographer Tom Loughlin shows 
Vic racing his Cyclone at the NHRA U.S. 
Nationals at Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1976. 
Vic won the E/S class trophy at the 
prestigious event. 
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By Barry Kluczyk . 


hen today’s classic muscle cars were yesterday’s new cars, Detroit 
manufacturers would loan them to magazines to tune and pound on at 
the dragstrip. It was all in the name of publicity, of course. Demonstrating 
the capability of the car, issue after issue, kept it on the minds of young 
customers. 

These loans, even extended ones that might last for six months or a year, always had 
an end date. Once stripped of the speed parts and returned to the factory, the public 
relations cars were often sold through the dealer network, sometimes at auction and 
sometimes through handshake deals out the back door. 

Chip Jennings’ 1970 4-4-2 W-30 spent months as a Popular Hot Rodding (PHR) 
project car, as the editors aimed to get the street car deep into the 12s with 
basic tuning and bolt-on parts. It was a coordinated effort with Olds, 
the magazine, and 11 performance parts manufacturers, but 
to the casual reader it simply looked as if the editors 
were scrapping for speed with a new Olds that 
arrived at their doorstep. 


PR.Car 


This Is a Former 
Popular Hot Rodding 
Project Vehicle 
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"D-SECOND OLDS | Street Machine 


Lee Kelley wrote two stories about 
the 4-4-2 in 1970 issues of Popular Hot 
Rodding, including this one about the 
modifications made before Kelley ran 
the car at the 1970 Bakersfield Fuel 
and Gas Championships. It ran a best 
of 12.71/107.91. 
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Nols eax Cues 


~ Even without its stint 

as a public relations project car, 

Chip Jennings’ 4-4-2 would be a rarity given 
the long list of options and special-order 
Sebring Yellow paint. 


The car was featured in three PHR 
stories in 1970—one story in April and 
two in June—as well as in three print 
advertisements. 

Chip says, “It was a well-documented 
project that initially outlined the virtues of 
the W-30 package and then dived into the 
methods people could use to make it even 
quicker, the typical experience of muscle 
car owners back then. It was all the basics, 
but it included a gear change to a 4.33 ratio 
that the editors admitted was a little too 
much for easy street driving. But at a time 
when Hemi cars, Cobra Jet Mustangs, and 
big-block Chevys got all the attention, it 
was great to see Olds get much-deserved 
attention.” 

It was a rare example, too, as 4-4-2s go, 


AT AGLANCE 


1970 4-4-2 W-30 


Owned by: Chip Jennings 

Restored by: Owner 

Engine: 455ci/370hp W-30 V-8 

Transmission: Turbo 400 3-speed automatic 
with Hurst Dual-Gate shifter 

Rearend: 3.42 gears and positraction 

Interior: Black viny! bucket seat 

Wheels: 14x7 Super Stock II 

Tires: G70-14 Goodyear Polyglas 

Special parts: \V-30 package, W-27 aluminum 
rearend 


one of 1,542 W-30 automatic-transmission 
performance packages produced and fea- 
turing an ultrarare W-27 aluminum hous- 
ing. The hardtop Holiday Coupe model was 
also built with special-order Sebring Yellow 
paint and a W-25 Hurst Dual-Gate shifter. 
That’s the way P.R. cars were built: loaded. 

As for the W-30 package itself, it added 
a hotter camshaft to the 4-4-2’s 455 engine 
to push output to factory-rated 370 hp 
while retaining the base engine’s tugboat- 
like 500 lb-ft of torque. It was a conserva- 
tive horsepower rating that was a scant 5 
horses greater than the base 4-4-2’s 365, 
but this was also the year insurance com- 
panies were scrutinizing factory supercars 
and their owners closer than ever. 

Along with the camshaft, the special 
version of the 455 included higher-flowing 
F-code cylinder heads, an aluminum in- 
take manifold, and a unique distributor. 
Rounding out the W-30 package were the 
3.42 axle ratio, W-25 twin-nostril fiberglass 
hood, wide body stripes, front disc brakes, 
and those iconic red inner fenders, which 
were lightweight plastic replacements for 
the standard stamped-steel inners. 

A W-30 Olds was no slouch, capable 
of running 14-flat or high 13s out of the 
box. When PHR originally got the car, the 
editors baselined the performance with 
a 13.89 elapsed time at 101.12 mph, noting 
that manual-shifting its Turbo 400 auto- 
matic was a must. It was unquestionably 
quick, and there was always the chance the 


car, destined for public relations use, was 
given a performance-optimizing tune-up 
before delivery. 

In the June 1970 issue, a series of runs 
was documented, each outlining the incre- 
mental updates and their effects on the 
4-4-2’s et. Here is a summary. 

Run 1: 13.59 at 104.65 mph with an 
ACCEL Eliminator ignition kit (coil, 
condenser, rotor, and distributor cap) and 
Jardine headers 

Run 2: 13.40 at 103.92 mph with 
Firestone slicks and International slot-style 
“mag” wheels 

Run 3: 13.10 at 106.50 mph with a gear 
change from 3.42 to 4.33, Airlift airbags, 
and a Dixco tachometer 

Run 4: 12.95 at 107.39 mph with 
swapped carburetor metering rods 

Run 5: 12.85 at 108.43 mph with Hurst 
Dual-Duty racing shocks 

Run 6: 12.71 at 107.91 mph with a B&M 
“Ath Speed” torque converter and Autolite 
spark plugs 

The third PHR story, also in the June 
1970 issue, was dedicated to the high- 
performance torque converter and how 
the relatively new technology offered a 
demonstrable improvement on perfor- 
mance at the track. These were the early 
days of automatic mods, and the magazine 
extolled the virtues of an automatic- 
equipped car no longer having to take a 
“back seat” to their “four-speed counter- 
parts.” Swapping the 4-4-2’s factory 13-inch 
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converter to a B&M 11-inch unit, they said, 
was generally worth two tenths, although 
the best they got with the 4-4-2 was a 
0.14-second improvement with admitted 
traction issues. The torque multiplication 
enhancement with the new converter 
made it difficult to launch at little more 
than idle speed. 

The car was also entered in a few NHRA 
events, eventually driving to a best et. of 
12.65 seconds at 108.43 mph, not bad at all 
for a nose-heavy, loaded intermediate with 
a curb weight of around 3,800 pounds. 

“It was a quick car that earned respect, 
particularly because it wasn't a typical 
four-speed,” says Chip. “Automatic or not, 
you couldn't argue with the results at the 
dragstrip.” 

After residency at PHR, the car went 
home to Lansing, where most of the speed 
parts, except the headers and shocks, were 
removed. It was pushed out to the public 


through local dealer Story Oldsmobile. 
That’s when young Chip Jennings came 
along. After visiting the dealership with 
his father for an oil change on the old 
man’s Ninety-Eight, Chip spotted the car 
in the sales manager’s parking space and 
harangued his father until he relented a 
couple of weeks later. 

“We'd already discussed my getting a 
car at graduation, and | talked him into 
pushing that up a bit,” he says. The final 
tally for the loaded-to-the-gills Olds topped 
$5,000, nearly 50 percent more than the 
$3,376 base price. With the car Chip also 
received its order sheet, which has several 
corroborating notes on the car’s options, 
and an internal Oldsmobile memo indicat- 
ing the car was designated for delivery to 
PHR two months before it was even built. 

The 4-4-2 “initially went in my mom’s 
name,” Chip recalls, “but | drove it pretty 
much every day during the last half of the 


The W-30-spec 455 engine was built on 
Olds’ two-bolt big-block foundation, with 
specific camshaft profiles (different profiles 
for four-speed and automatic versions), 
unique cylinder heads, an aluminum intake 
manifold, and a specific 750-cfm Quadrajet. 
Power ratings were 370 hp and 500 Ib-ft of 
torque. 


The F-code cylinder head was specific to 
the 1970 W-30 engine (standard 4-4-2s had 
E-code heads) and was the pinnacle of Olds 
performance. Later heads were designed for 
low compression. 


Correct Q-Jets are rare finds for W-30 
restorers, but this one is original to the car. For 
automatic-equipped cars, the part number is 
7040258; for four-speed models, it’s 7040256. 


school year, including taking my then- 
girlfriend and now-wife to the senior prom 
in 1971, and through my years at Michigan 
State University.” 


The well-equipped public relations car 
featured everything but the kitchen sink, 
including the Custom Sport steering wheel 
and an AM/FM radio that added $238 to the 
sticker price. Adjusted for inflation, that 
would be about $1,500 today. 


The Hurst Dual-Gate shifter linked to the 
Turbo 400 automatic transmission offered 
two shift patterns: fully automatic on the left 
and manual control (with Neutral lockout) in 
the right-hand position. 
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© Olds’ W-27 aluminum rear axle carrier 
and cover reduced weight by about 22 
pounds over the standard cast-iron carrier 
and stamped-steel cover. 


The car was relegated to occasional use 
after college, as Chip’s first job provided 
a car. It went into storage as work, family, 
and even a move to California intervened, 
but over the years he never thought seri- 
ously about selling it. 

“There were offers here and there, but 
the simple fact is | really liked the car,” says 
Chip. “It meant a lot to me.” 

Around 2003, Chip decided to have the 
car and its numbers-matching powertrain 
restored. It was a frame-off endeavor, 
but he admits it was limited somewhat by 
the lack of available restoration parts 
at the time. 

“All the little detail parts, such as 
fasteners, just weren't available,” he 
says. “We did the best we could at 
the time, but with a few more miles 
on the odometer and a wider array of 
specific parts available 15 years later, 
the decision was made to freshen the 
restoration and take it to a concours 
level.” 

That’s how we found the car, at the 
2018 Olds Homecoming event, only a 


connecting rod’s throw from the grounds 
where the 4-4-2 originally rolled out of 
the factory and into the motoring media 
limelight. It looks factory fresh, but Chip is 
planning to return it to its magazine-spec 
appearance after he locates a few more of 
the vintage speed parts. 

“I'd like it to look like it did in the June 
1970 issue, with the racing stickers, mag 
wheels, and more,” he says. “It epitomized 
the day two modifications that just about 
everyone made with their muscle cars.” 


Yesterday and 
today: Chip Jennings 
took his girlfriend 
Debbie to the Okemos 
High School prom 
in the 4-4-2 in 1971. 
— Forty-seven years 

later they are still 
together with the car. 
_| Isit just us or does 
* | high school Chip bear 


to Dr. Oldsmobile? 
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GG ou’re kidding, right?” That’s generally the reac- 
tion most people have when they learn that 

Chris Stewart’s factory-Hemified 1966 Dodge 
Coronet 500 wears its original paint. We asked 
the question ourselves a few different ways because the white 
paint job looks awfully fresh. But the car has been documented 
within the collector car world for at least 30 years, and the story— 
and the smooth finish—have been consistent. 

“| haven't done anything to the body or paintwork since | 
bought it a number of years ago,” Chris says. “It’s in remarkably 
good condition. | know it’s hard to believe, but as far back as | can 
tell with the previous owners, the car has never been restored or 
repainted.” 

Credit goes in part to Chrysler’s reliance on comparatively 
durable enamel (like the paint on your parents’ old washing ma- 
chine), which held up well, compared to the cracking and crazing 
that plagued General Motors’ lacquer paint jobs. It’s true that 


56 MUSCLE CAR REVIEW OCTOBER 2018 


enamel was prone to fading over time, but it was less of an issue 
when the car was carefully preserved and garaged, as this one 
has been. 

In fact, in the more than half a century since it rolled off Chrys- 
ler’s Lynch Road assembly line, the Coronet has recorded only 
20,900 miles on the odometer. It has taken nearly 30 years to 
rack up the last 1,000 of them. 

Although the original ownership lineage is not well document- 
ed, the Coronet was ordered through a Texas dealership and pur- 
chased by an Oklahoma resident, who drove it sparingly. About 
25 years later it rolled across the block at a Kruse auction in the 
Sooner State, where it made headlines for its $41,500 sale price. 
It was a record sale at the time for an original Hemi car, and it 
zoomed past a couple of noteworthy Mustangs at the same event, 
including a 1969 Mach 1 428 Cobra Jet that went for $10,000, 
and a 1968 Shelby GT500KR that hammered sold for a whopping 
$27,000. Those were the days! 


A Hemi Coronet 500 Noteworthy for Its 
Lack of a Colorful Past 


But then, as now, an original Street Hemi car held a mystique 
that was as strong as the domination that originally got the racing 
version booted from NASCAR. Here’s a quick recap: Despite some 
teething pains during development, Chrysler’s forthcoming racing 
engine was a monster. The company tried to keep a lid on it for as 
long as possible, but when the top four starting positions for the 
1964 Daytona 500 went to Hemi Mopars, the jig was up. When the 
clutch dust settled, four of the race’s top five finishers were Hemi- 
powered Mopars, including winner Richard Petty, who went on to 
win his first Cup championship that year. 

NASCAR banned the Hemi for 1965 because it wasn’t offered 
in regular production cars. “Fine,” said Chrysler. “We'll take our 
ball—and all-conquering Hemi heads—and go home. And you'll be 
sorry, too, because, you know what? We're going to send Petty to 
the dragstrip. How do you like them apples?” 

NASCAR didn’t like them at all. Fan interest suffered a sizable 
hit when NASCAR became essentially an all-FoMoCo show, thanks 


By Barry Kluczyk 


to General Motors’ self-imposed motorsports ban. NASCAR didn't 
want Ford’s SOHC engine, either, but the status quo certainly 
wasn't sustainable. Cooler heads prevailed later in the 1965 season, 
with Chrysler’s pledge to offer the Hemi in production models for 
1966. It was about time. Stock car racing was losing its edge, and 
for all his talent behind the wheel, Petty just wasn’t a drag racer. 

So in 1966, the 426 Street Hemi could be ordered in any 
Mopar B-Body in the brochure, except for the wagons. Savvy 
Dodge shoppers who leaned more toward the dragstrip tended 
to favor the lighter, less-expensive base-model cars such as the 
Coronet two-door sedan, but the vast majority went for the high- 
end Coronet 500, such as Chris Stewart’s hardtop. 

“Vast” is a relative term when it comes to the early Street 
Hemi days. The new elephant didn’t exactly go for peanuts, 
and that “vast” majority totaled only 339 cars (204 of them 
with the four-speed trans and 135 with an automatic). Still, 
that’s about 10 times the number who ticked the Hemi box in 
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Coronet styling was new for 1966 and decidedly more angular, under the direction of 
designer Elwood Engle, while retaining the trademark tapered rear pillars. Simulated vents in 


the rear quarters distinguished the Coronet 500 model. 


a fleet-special Coronet base two-door sedan. 

Opting for the Street Hemi also added a unique version of the 
A-833 four-speed transmission, which would logically become 
known simply as the Hemi four-speed. Its beefier specs included 
specific gear tooth angles designed for strength, as well as a 
larger, coarse-spline input shaft. It was used with a heavy-duty 11- 
inch clutch. The Hemi’s torque was sent to a bulletproof Dana 60 
axle, which was new to passenger cars in 1966 and supported the 
output of the unprecedented engine. 


Apart from the necessary driveline upgrades and discreet fend- 


er badges calling out the engine, a Hemified B-Body looked just 
like every other grocery getter in the shopping center parking lot, 
including elemental steel wheels. Dog dish caps came on lower- 


end models, while the top-line Coronet 500 offered full wheel cov- 


ers, as delivered on Chris’ car. 
For all the car’s originality, a couple of items are worth pointing 


AT AGLANCE 


1966 CORONET 500 


Owned by: Chris Stewart 

Restored by: Unrestored 

Engine: 426ci/425hp Street Hemi V-8 
Transmission: 4-833 4-speed manual 

Rearend: Dana 60 with 354 gears and Sure Grip 
Interior: Red viny! bucket seat 

Wheels: 14x6 steel with full wheel covers 

Tires: 775-14 BFGoodrich Blue Streak 

Special parts: Original-owner-added 1967 R/T 
hood vents 


out. The hood louvers didn’t appear on the Coronet until the 1967 
R/T model. The original owner reportedly purchased them over- 
the-counter at the dealership, and they’ve been on the car for the 
better part of 50 years. Also, eagle-eye Moparians will notice the 
dual-circuit master cylinder, which long ago replaced the car’s 
original single-circuit system. It’s an understandable and justifi- 
able safety upgrade for a Hemi-powered muscle car with non- 
assisted four-wheel drum brakes. 

What’s more, the original engine block was replaced at some 
point. It’s a 1969-vintage block, but all the other numbers line up. 
This isn’t a complete surprise—it didn’t take much exuberance be- 
hind the wheel to send these muscle cars to the infirmary. 

To be honest, cars like this leave writers like us in a bit of a 
quandary. It’s amazing to find a 50-plus-year-old unrestored, 
low-mileage car that survived being drag-raced to death in 
the 1960s, avoided having its rear fenders flared and a tunnel 


Factory-applied 
white enamel paint is 
~~ smooth and virtually 
» blemish-free after 

more than 50 years. 
The hood vents are for 
a 1967 Coronet R/T and 
were reportedly added 
by the original owner. 
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Although it 
featured lower 
compression anda 
different camshaft, 
the original Street 
Hemi was very close 
in configuration to 
the racing engines 
that nuked NASCAR 
in 1964. This one 
starts effortlessly 
and pulls satisfyingly 


7» 
hard. — 
A pair of Carter =. 


AFB (Aluminum Four 

Barrel) carbs drew in a combined 1,250 cfm worth of atmosphere to 
feed the hungry elephant engine. The early NASCAR versions breathed 
through a single Holley four-barrel. 


The red vinyl interior contrasts beautifully with the white exterior. 
Everything from the carpet to the slightly worn seat upholstery and 
crack-free steering wheel is original. The optional console-mounted 
tach (a $48.70 option and located ahead of the shifter) could be 
swiveled by hand into several positions. 


Dodge ditched the Hurst shifter in 1966. Most customers missed its 
positive feel, although the replacement offered reverse lockout. The 
complaints were loud enough and numerous enough to bring it back 
by 1968. 


Since it was sold new in 1966, the odometer had racked up only 
20,938.9 miles by the time of our photo shoot in the summer of 2018. 


Original documentation with the car includes the aluminum 
Certicard and the broadcast sheet. The price tag edged just over 
$4,000, with the Hemi engine, beefy four-speed, and Dana 60 axle 
accounting for nearly a third. 
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ram shoved through the hood in the 1970s, didn’t get wheel 
tubs and neon yellow roll bar padding in the 1980s, or experi- 
ence one or more rotisserie restorations in the last 20 years. 
But that’s also the problem. There’s no warm, “pulled from 

the weeds after Dad raced it for 25 years” story to lean on, no 
“we found the original engine sitting behind a chicken coop 
across town” color to weave into the narrative. No conflict. No 
redemption. No triumph over adversity. 

But we're talking about an original, first-year Street Hemi here. 
Few were made, and only a fraction made it to the end of the 
1960s with their original engine intact. That this one has survived 
more than 50 years without common modifications or a resto- 
ration /s the story. 

“That’s what | like about the car,” says Chris. “Nobody 
messed with it, although the temptation over the years 
must have been great. There are no excuses to make with 
it, either. It’s as honest as they come—and a blast to drive.” 

That’s good enough for us. oF bree 


Px 
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‘ 
Small-Block Chevy Oil Pan y 
Jegs’ vast inventory of race and restoration 
parts includes stock-replacement 4-quart oil 
pans for 1955-1979 small-block Chevy engines 
(except 1962-1967 Chevy II. The pans are 
formed from 0.049-inch steel to the factory-spec 
depth and capacity and contain the stock baffle design, 
allowing the use of stock oil pump pickups and dipsticks. They 
are finished in either chrome (seen here) or zinc dichromate. 
Information: Jegs, jegs.com. 


\ a 


Camaro Shift Boot 
OER now offers a reproduction shift boot for use in 1967-1969 Camaros without a console. 
Replacing the boot entails three different OER part numbers. First is the boot itself, made 
from a durable rubber that matches the original “exactly,” says OER. Next comes the shift 
plate, made from zinc die-cast steel with the correct color black paint and surrounding 
chrome edge. Third is the shift plate retainer plate, made from stamped steel. Or you can 
purchase these components as a kit that includes mounting hardware. OER is a manufactur- 
er and doesn't sell direct, but you can find OER products at a number of reproduction parts 
retailers, including Classic Industries. Information: OER, 800/955-1511, oerparts.com. 


Camaro/Nova Sub- 
frame Alignment Pins 
The folks at Summit Racing 
Equipment note that GM did 
some “clever engineering when 
it designed the removable front 
subframe assembly for the 
1967-1969 Camaro and 1968- 
1974 Nova. What GM didn’t do 
was make it easy to align the 
subframe with the mounting 
holes in the body.” To help 
solve that problem, Summit 
offers subframe alignment 
pins that locate the holes in the 
subframe and align them with 
the holes in the car’s body. The 
pins, sold as a pair, are made 
from zinc-plated 12L14 steel, 
measure 0.750 inch in diame- 
ter, and have a 0.608-inch step- 


Rack Ramps 
Brute Industries, maker of Race 
Ramps, has developed these 
new Hook-Nosed Rack Ramps 
as a lightweight alternative to 
the heavy steel ramps typically 
used with four-post lifts. They 
weigh as little as 9 pounds each 
(about a quarter the weight 

of a steel ramp) and provide a 
6.7-degree angle of approach, 


allowing low-ground-clearance 
vehicles to roll on the rack with- 
out scraping. The Rack Ramps 
come in three sizes, the largest 
capable of holding a 16-inch- 
wide tire. Information: Race 
Ramps, raceramps.com. 
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down to fit the mounting holes. 
Once everything is aligned, 

the pins are replaced, one ata 
time, with the proper mounting 
bolts. Information: Summit Rac- 
ing Equipment, 800/230-3030, 
summitracing.com. 


Evaporate 
The team of chemists and 
detailers who develop products 
for Jay Leno’s Garage call Evap- 
orate a “drying aid” that will 
help prevent the swirl marks 
and light scratches that can oc- 
cur during towel drying. Spray 
it on while the car is still wet, 
wipe the car with a damp towel, 
and then buff it with a second, 
dry towel to leave behind a 
glossy finish with no swirls or 
water spots. Information: 

Jay Leno’s Garage, 
lenosgarage.com. 


Automatic Transmission Rebuild Kits 


McLeod Racing and Raybestos have partnered to produce Performance Automatic Rebuild 
Kits for a wide range of automatic transmissions. Shown is the 500 HP kit, which includes 
all-new bands, a tan Raybestos friction plate that increases the holding capacity, National Oil 
seals and gaskets, Teflon-coated rings, a heat-treated plate that’s “stronger steel than stock 
to prevent warping,” says the company, and brass filter material for better flow and filtration. 


Information: McLeod Racing, mcleodracing.com. 


Smart Charger 
CTEK’s new MXS 5.0 Smart Charger has an automatic sensor that monitors the temperature 
of the electro-chemical reaction taking place during battery charging to ensure that the 
duration and rate of charge are exactly what’s needed. According to CTEK, cold batteries 
need a higher charge voltage in order to push current into the battery plates and electro- 
lyte, while warmer batteries require a lower charge voltage to avoid potential damage to 
cells and reduce unnecessary gassing. The MXS 5.0 automatically adjusts the charging rate 
depending on ambient temperature to ensure ideal charging in extreme cold or hot weather 
conditions. Information: CTEK, smartercharger.com. 


Mopar Dimmer 
Switch 
Classic Industries now sells 
this dashboard dimmer switch 
from OER for 1968-1970 Dodge 
and Plymouth B-Body models. 
Made from all new tooling, the 
reproduction switch features 
a chrome-plated thumbwheel, 
all die-cast steel construction 
body, and a ceramic rheostat as 
original. Mounting hardware is 
not included. Information: Clas- 
sic Industries, 800/854-1280, 
classicindustries.com. 
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THE BOTTOM 


By Diego Rosenberg 


Muscle Car Baselines, Part 2: A Call for Consistency 


hile at MCACN 
last November, 
| found myself 
chatting with 
collector Brian Styles, who’s had 


his 1967 Shelby G.T. 500 convert- 


ible and round-port Firebird 
convertibles featured in these 
pages. We discussed the metrics 
of rarity and the associated 
baselines that appear to be lack- 
ing in consistency in the muscle 
car hobby. It would be ideal if 

all facets of muscle cars were 

as hard-and-fast as blacktop, 
but as with sports, politics, and 
religion, the numerous opinions 
can leave things open to debate. 
Last month | hinted at this, as 

it seems there’s no consen- 

sus whether a Hemi ’Cuda or 
similar performance ponycar is 
a muscle car (“Can Ponycars Be 
Muscle Cars?” The Bottom End, 
Sept. 2018). 

That column was the begin- 
ning of a bigger thought: The 
hobby would benefit from 
established baselines so that 
whenever something is stated, 
everyone could correctly infer 
what is being implied. 

When I was reading MCR 
and other publications as a 
high-schooler, | learned that the 
classic car establishment used 
model year, marque, model, and 
body style as the baseline when 
determining vehicle production, 
with engine plus transmission 
as acceptable statistics when 
stated. Take one of Brian Styles’ 
cars for example: 1969 Pontiac 
Firebird 400 convertible with 
Ram Air IV ends up being one 
of 17 built. Add a sixth criteria 
(the transmission) and the car 
becomes one of 12 four-speeds. 
Change any criterion and the re- 
sults for the car will change. 

It’s easy to find owners and 
sellers making claims like “1 of 
45” without substantiation. “I 
have to ask for clarification,” 
says Styles. “What criteria is 
the owner factoring into that 
rarity metric? Gearbox? Core 
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options? Paint color? Trim? Rear 
gears? What about the assembly 
plant in which it was built? I’ve 
heard it all, and when you add 
enough criteria, you get to that 
(wink wink) magical ‘one-of-one’ 
metric. Core options like air con- 
ditioning, vinyl appliqué, paint, 
and stripes are important to col- 
lectors and often garner a hefty 
premium when equipped with a 
stunning color/trim combo,” but 
they are secondary qualifiers 
that should simply be a footnote 
to the baseline. Sellers who 

puff up their ads with, “Find me 
another one with 390 and con- 
sole,” border on the absurd. 

So where do the numbers 
come from? Each marque has 
different levels of existing docu- 
mentation. For example, FoMo- 
Co folks have the Marti Report, 
which presents good, accurate 
production information that can 


be cross-referenced. But owners 
and sellers often misunderstand 
important distinctions or mis- 
read the statistics and end up 
misquoting a particular car’s rar- 
ity or importance. Mopar folks 
have the elusive SG30 reports 
that give production stats by op- 
tion, often distributed by Galen 
Govier, but they are numbers 
only for U.S.-spec cars (not re- 
flecting total production), plus 
any stat must stand alone and 
cannot be combined with anoth- 
er option. So when statistics—if 
they’re correct in the first place— 
are quoted without consistency, 
it does the hobby no favors. 

The inconsistency isn’t just 
with numbers. Here are two 
more cases. 


Survivor 
This distinction, as registered 
by the Bloomington Gold Cor- 
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vette folks, is awarded to a Vette 
that is “worn in, but not worn 
out.” Gold, Silver, and Bronze 
awards are given to cars judged 
to have 50 to 80 percent origi- 
nality in engine, exterior, interior, 
and chassis. Mel Major’s Mopar 
Survivor Invitational Display at 
the Carlisle Chrysler Nationals 
is not judged, so the focus is on 
preservation for reference, striv- 
ing for 80 percent originality 

in factory-applied or -installed 
paint, interior, and drivetrain. 
Both of these examples clearly 
show originality in their modus 
operandi, yet go on eBay or 
Craigslist and you'll see sellers 
applying the “survivor” term to 
anything that has managed to 
avoid the scrapyard. Being in 
unrestored or original condition 
does not necessarily a survivor 
make. 


Barn Find 

Ryan Brutt has traveled tens 
of thousands of miles on barn- 
find expeditions all over the Mid- 
west. His display at MCACN, as 
well as occasional features here 
in MCR and sister publications, 
have energized the hobby. Yet 
now it seems every car emerg- 
ing from storage is being touted 
as a barn find. While Brutt’s 
narratives are beyond reproach, 
some folks (among them sellers 
and people who want their car 
featured in a publication) take 
liberties and change the narra- 
tive of a car to hype it up. Yes, 
neat finds can be magical, but 
there should be no doubt as 
to what’s a barn and what’s a 
carport. 


Neither Styles nor | is so ar- 
rogant as to claim to be the 
arbiters of the hobby, but why 
shouldn't we aspire to make the 
hobby a better place by dem- 
onstrating knowledge, honesty, 
and transparency, and letting 
the car do the talking? 

What baselines do you feel 
are needed in the hobby? & 
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